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MEET RUSSELL AND ARIZONA VALKO* 
SERVING IN SOUTH ASIA
Arizona and Russell left a life in comfortable, middle-class America to share the gospel in a nation with 
tremendous need. They finished their missions training and were commissioned the summer of 2024. They 
are serving with the International Mission Board as part of the South Asia Affinity. South Asia, home to 
one-third of the world’s Muslims, has the greatest concentration of lostness on the planet. It has some 
of the fastest growing megacities, and currently 13 cities in this affinity have a population of more than 5 
million. South Asia is a harvest field of more than 1.8 billion people who do not know Jesus. Arizona and 
Russell were sent out from their home church, Calvary Baptist Church. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For their time over the next year as they will be in language training.
 	 •	 For patience adjusting to a new life, new culture and new food.
 	 •	 That God will open doors for them to share the gospel with their 
	 	 new neighbors and in their new community.

JUNE 

22

Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering 
for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 

because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.
2 Timothy 1:8-9, ESV
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