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Dear Arizona Southern Bapitists,

In his inaugural address to the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention, Jeff lorg called Southern Bapitists “a force for
good” saying, “Southern Baptists are a compassionate, devoted, sacrificial people who obey the Great Commission in the spirit of the
Great Commandment. We are on mission to share the gospel with every person and express God’s love in every context.”

lorg then gave examples of how Southern Baptists teach the Bible to more people than any other group in the United States, shape

the next generation of hundreds of thousands of teenagers and children through camps and Vacation Bible School, care for children
and families in crisis through children’s homes and ministries across the U.S., prepare college and seminary students for service in

all kinds of vocational and ministry service through Baptist colleges and seminaries, reach students with the gospel on hundreds of
college campuses across the U.S. through Baptist collegiate ministries, help senior adults in residential facilities and give aid to retired
missionaries and pastors and their widows through Guidestone’s Mission Dignity, and come to the aid of those who experience crisis due
to natural disasters through Southern Baptist Disaster Relief and Send Relief across the country and around the world.

And all that is above and beyond what Southern Baptists do in sending more than 3,500 missionaries to places around the world
through the International Mission Board to reach the almost 60% who have little or no access to the gospel and planting hundreds of
churches every year through the North American Mission Board.

This prayer guide is an opportunity for you to participate in the work of Southern Baptists in Arizona and around the world through
prayer in your church, your small group or in your own personal time with the Lord. | hope it will be helpful and encouraging to you to be
a part of this “force for good”!

Thanks far praying!
5 V-

Executive Director

Note: In some instances, we must protect the identity of some of our missionaries. These are noted with an * by their name.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM

The Cooperative Program is Southern Baptist's unified plan of giving
through which cooperating Southern Baptist churches give a percentage of

their undesignated receipts in support of their respective state convention

and Southern Baptist Convention missions and ministries. I

In 1919, leaders of the SBC proposed the 75 Million Campaign, a five-

year pledge campaign that, for the first time, included everything — the

missions and ministries of all the state conventions as well as that of the ?y
Southern Baptist Convention. Though falling short of its goals, a God-given

partnership of missions support was conceived, and in 1925 the Cooperative

Program was born. 1925 2025
In Arizona, messengers from our Arizona Mission Network churches

approve the AZMN budget at our Annual Meeting each November.

The AZMN Executive Team and Convention Council recommend the
percentage of Cooperative Program gifts that will remain in our state to

support missions and ministries here as well as the percentage that will be ,‘ / I \ éo

forwarded to the SBC for North American and international missions and & vV
ministries. In Arizona, 60% stays in the state and 40% is forwarded to the (o OQ
SBC.

Thank you Arizona Southern Baptists and Arizona Mission Network
churches for supporting the Cooperative Program. The bottom line —
people around the world hear the gospel and receive Christ!
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS
IN YOUR CHURCH

Bible Study/Small Groups
Prayer Ministry

Social Media

IN YOUR HOME AND PERSONAL LIFE

£

ﬂ Personal or Family Devotion Time
77\

EEE Memorize the Scripture from each page

To receive weekly prayer reminders, sign up at: azmn.org/missions-prayer-signup/

For additional copies: Download at azmn.org/missions-prayer/

or order printed copies by emailing: Lorri Paetz at lpaetz@azmn.org

Worship Service - For a PowerPoint slide of each page, visit azmn.org/missions-prayer/

Bulletin Insert/Handout - a pdf of each page that can be copied is available at azmn.org/missions-prayer/

Print out the pdf at azmn.org/missions-prayer/ each week to display somewhere in your home
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JANUARY | MEET THE STAFF OF
THE ARIZONA MISSION NETWORK
SERVING IN ARIZONA

The Arizona Mission Network staff serve churches across our state in a variety of ministries including

collegiate work, evangelism, church revitalization, Hispanic ministry, disaster relief and more. They

- travel many miles, preach, teach, lead conferences, consult with pastors and leaders and spend a lot

of time on the phone and in front of screens responding to questions, issues and needs. Will you add
these servant leaders to your prayer list this year? They would greatly appreciate it!

Left to right: Jessica Barker - administrative assistant; Lainee Pegelow - Christian Challenge
missions and communications catalyst; Josué Castro - Hispanic ministries facilitator; Jessica Parrow
- administrative assistant; Eddy Pearson - evangelism and discipleship facilitator; Elizabeth Young -
director of communications; Eric Dressler - media tech director; Lorri Paetz - missions coordinator;
David Johnson - executive director; Alma Cruz — administrative assistant; Monty Patton - associate
executive director; Kathy Keller - business administrator (retired). Not Pictured: Chad Garrison -
pastoral coaching consultant; Marc Hill - Christian Challenge state director; Victoria White - social
media coordinator; Don Vickers - Disaster Relief state director

HOW TO PRAY: e For God’s protection of these men and women as they travel and serve.
e For God’s strength for these leaders as they carry out their ministry.
e For God’s Spirit to lead them in all they do.
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JANUARY MEET JOHN AND WANNE DINA
SERVING IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

John and Wanne have been serving for more than 30 years with the International Mission Board.
In 2023, they became the leaders of the Training Team for the Sub-Saharan Africa Affinity. They
are now living in Nairobi, Kenya, after serving many years in Mozambique. The Training Team
exists to serve, support and lead Sub-Saharan Africa teams to engage in the Missionary Task
(entry, evangelism, discipleship, healthy church formation, leadership development and exit to
partnership). This team also serves alongside African churches as they make disciples of all nations
for God’s glory. John and Wanne’s home church is Royal Palms Baptist Church in Phoenix. They
have three grown children (one serving with the IMB in Southeast Asia) and eight grandchildren.

HOW TO PRAY: e For John and Wanne as they work on trainings for Sub-Saharan Africa
missionaries.

o For the Sub-Saharan Active Leaders Training that John and others are developing
for all missionary leaders. Pray this training, which will begin this year, will be well
received and will be a great help to those in leadership.

o For the Grow Conference for new missionaries in their first 4-7 months and for
those in their 23-30 months on the field. This conference happens twice a year in
April and October.

e For new missionaries to be encouraged as they continue to transition to
their new country and learn a new culture and language; for those who are
transitioning to the States for their first stateside assignment.

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13, ESV
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JANUARY MEET ANDREW AND BETH HIPPS”
SERVING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

] 9 Andrew and Beth transitioned to a new location in 2024 after serving with the International Mission

Board in one location in Southeast Asia for nearly 10 years. Andrew is now serving leaders across their
region by helping to support strategies to reach unreached and unengaged people in the region. They
are engaging a local church, helping to reach the lost in their community. Beth is looking for open
doors to develop another resource pregnancy ministry like she had done in their previous location.
Beth and Andrew have two children attending university in the U.S., while their two younger children
are attending an international Christian high school in their new city.

HOW TO PRAY: e For the family in this new season of separation from their college
children and for Andrew and Beth to have wisdom in discipling their
children whether far or near.

e As God wills, for doors to open for Beth to connect with new moms
needing support and encouragement, especially in understanding the
hope that Christ offers them.

* For wisdom and direction as Andrew works with leaders in
implementing strategic plans throughout the region for teams seeking
to reach “the all” and “the every” with the gospel.

He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:24, ESV
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JANUARY

MEET CHRIS BAKER
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Chris is the Christian Challenge campus missionary at Central Arizona College —
Superstition Mountain. The Superstition Mountain campus is transitioning into a trade
school campus. At present, its enrollment is small, but its student population will be
growing exponentially in the years ahead. The campus also anticipates a diverse, less-
traditional student demographic due to the appeal of the trade and vocational programs.
Christian Challenge is new to this campus and is praying that they can connect with

new students and establish a presence on campus. The partner church for this Christian
Challenge chapter is First Baptist Church of Apache Junction, where Chris serves as pastor.

HOW TO PRAY: ¢ That God would grant Christian Challenge favor with campus
administrators and faculty.
o That God would bring students who can be “people of peace” and
help get this chapter established.
o That the door would be open for greater opportunities to connect with
students in order to share the gospel.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

EPHESIANS 3:20-21, ESV
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FEBRUARY | MEET TYLER TRUSLEY
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Tyler and his family have planted Cross Church El Mirage in the West Valley after serving for several
years as a youth minister and church staff member. In 2024, they experienced an incredible move of
God as the church saw more than 20 baptisms in just its first few months. Even though the church is
off to a great start, Tyler and Hannah know there is much to be done in their city. The Trusleys have

two children and anticipate their third being born in March 2025.

HOW TO PRAY: e For open doors with community organizations.
 For marriages, families and eternities to be impacted by the work
God does through them.
o For solid church leaders to be raised up from within the community.

A horse is prepared for the day of battle, but victory comes from the LORD.

PROVERBS 21:31, CSB
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FEBRUARY | MEET GALE TROW
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Gale is a retired minister who has begun a new chapter of Christian Challenge at Cochise
College in Sierra Vista. Cochise College classes have been offered in the Sierra Vista/Fort
Huachuca area since the 1960s. Today, the campus provides a diverse curriculum of general
education, transfer and occupational programs, including computer science, nursing,
business, welding and manufacturing engineering. Gale is working with partner church
Village Meadows Baptist Church to reach college students with the gospel and follow up
with discipleship. College students will become the leaders who will, in the near future, be
the pastors, missionaries and parents who will bring light to our dark world.

HOW TO PRAY: « For open hearts to Jesus at Cochise College in the
administration and among the students.
e For divine appointments to meet students, share the gospel
and disciple new believers.
o For the student leaders to become a team that seeks
opportunities to share the gospel and minister to students.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

PROVERBS 3:5-6, NIV
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FEBRUARY

MEET MOLLY PETRY"
SERVING IN CENTRAL ASIA

Molly, an International Mission Board worker, lives and serves in a land forgotten and largely unknown in
Central Asia, among unreached people groups with less than one-tenth of 1% who know Jesus as their
only hope. Though rich in culture, many struggle to meet even their most basic human needs, including
clean drinking water. By providing for physical needs through community development projects in
villages across the country, Molly is able to share hope and the gospel of Jesus Christ. Much of her time
is spent encouraging and discipling believers in the city as well as in the mountains and surrounding
valleys and planting new churches and developing church leaders. Molly grew up in the Phoenix area,
and her home church is located there.

HOW TO PRAY: « For deepening of relationships with local churches and believers
who have a vision to partner in the work of making disciples and
planting churches among all the people groups in Central Asia.

o That Molly will continue to trust God and follow His leading in
daily loving and serving Him and others.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power that is at work within us, to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations forever and ever. Amen.

EPHESIANS 3:20-21, ESV
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FEBRUARY

ARIZONA BAPTISTS PARTNERING
WITH SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Under the leadership of David Johnson and Monty Patton, the Arizona Mission Network prayed and felt

led of the Holy Spirit to enter a partnership with the International Mission Board in Sub-Saharan Africa in
2023. Five teams from Arizona were sent out to various places in Sub-Saharan Africa in 2024. Royal Palms
Baptist Church in Phoenix sent a team in May 2024 to Kenya to assist with a conference for IMB missionaries.
Christian Challenge collegiate ministries sent a team of students to Nairobi and Mombasa to work alongside
IMB missionaries. Calvary Baptist Church in Lake Havasu City sent a team to Lusaka, Zambia, to help local
churches reach people with the gospel. Monty Patton led a group of eight Arizona pastors to Zambia,
Mozambique, Niger and Kenya on a vision trip to explore opportunities for teams from our churches to get
involved in the work there. First Southern Baptist Church at Sahuaro Ranch in Glendale sent a large team,

in partnership with Christian Challenge, to South Africa to help with a missions conference. Last year was a
great first year of partnership, but there is much more to do. To learn more about how you or your church
can get involved, go to azmn.org/Africa/ or send an email to mpatton@azmn.org.

HOW TO PRAY: e Forhow your church might get involved in this partnership.
o That God would raise up teams to help with student work, Bible conferences,
pastor training, children’s ministry.
¢ That God would raise up teams to help meet humanitarian needs, such as
agriculture, famine relief, well projects, even teaching basic skills like bicycle and
motorcycle repair through Send Relief.

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”

Isa1AH 6:8, ESV
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MARCH PRAY FOR THE
ANNIE ARMSTRONG OFFERING

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering was started in 1895 by Woman’s Missionary Union, a Southern
Baptist Convention auxiliary organization that was founded in 1888 to pray for and systematically raise
money for Southern Baptist missions. Annie Armstrong’s devotion to Christ led her to a life of service
and leadership. She helped plant churches and served those who lived in poverty, especially in rural
areas, as well as those who suffered from addiction. Annie mobilized women to go on mission to share
the gospel with African Americans and Native Americans. Today, the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
is the primary way Southern Baptists fund missions in North America. Gifts to this offering are used to
train and resource missionaries in church planting and compassion ministries under the umbrella of the
North American Mission Board and Send Relief.

HOW TO PRAY: « ForJackie Allen, Brian Bowman, Brian Hook, Jessie Powell and Kyle Rosas,

who are giving leadership to the church planting effort in Arizona through the
North American Mission Board.

e For Send Relief, a collaboration of the International Mission Board and
North American Mission Board, to meet needs and change lives through
efforts such as digging wells for clean water, response to disasters and
prevention of human trafficking.

o For WMU as they are seeking to continue the work of Annie Armstrong
in supporting missions.

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”

MATTHEW 11:29-30, ESV
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MARCH MEET ANGEL OSWOOD

HOW TO PRAY: J

SERVING IN NIGERIA

Angel, an International Mission Board worker, partners with the Nigerian Baptist Convention in the
progress of the gospel for not only Nigeria but for the world. She serves at one of the Baptist colleges of
theology in Nigeria. Angel encourages the students to keep focused on the mission as they are trained at
the college. Many of these pastors will serve in areas where there are unreached people groups. Angel also
partners with Southern Baptists in doing Send Relief projects, such as widows’ empowerment businesses,
relief aid after attacks or disasters, farm projects and at the college, a soybean project. Angel is single, with
two cats and two dogs. Her parents live in Arizona, and she hopes to retire here some day.

For the economy and security of the nation of Nigeria.

For the Baptist colleges of theology as they train men and women to serve the
Lord in very difficult places; that those they graduate will be well-trained,
servant-hearted and mission-minded.

For financial provision for the students and faculty of the Baptist colleges

of theology.

For the Send Relief projects being done, that they will be a tremendous blessing
to those being served and a shining light for the gospel.

In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.
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MEET BISHNU AND KAMALA REGMI
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Bishnu and Kamala moved to the U.S. in 2011 for their children’s education, but their journey led
them to plant a church among Nepali-speaking people. Though the church almost closed during
COVID-19, they replanted in 2022 and merged with Westown Baptist Church in Phoenix, providing
space for both congregations. God has expanded their ministry beyond the Nepali community,
opening doors to reach a wider audience. This growth led to the formation of Grace International
Church, where Bishnu serves as senior pastor, preaching both English and Nepali services each
week. Today, Grace International Church is known for its multilingual and multicultural environment,
with four different language congregations meeting under one roof each week. Bishnu and Kamala
faithfully serve God while balancing the demands of bivocational work. They have two adult children
who are actively involved at Grace International.
HOW TO PRAY: e Forstrength, wisdom and resources to reach more people from
different languages and cultures, to truly become an international church.
 For God’s miraculous provision in paying off their church loan.
o For Grace International Church to become a model for revitalizing a
dying church in partnership with ethnic communities.

Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your
hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” And God granted his request.

I CHRONICLES 4:10, NIV
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MARCH MEET CALEB AND TRICIANNE SPACHT

Glendale.

HOW TO PRAY: o

SERVING IN PARIS, FRANCE

Caleb and Tricianne, International Mission Board missionaries in France, experienced a very busy year
in 2024. In addition to many gospel-sharing opportunities they had during the Summer Olympics and
Paralympics in Paris, the Spachts completed language training and relocated their family to a new

home in western Paris. Their new neighborhood is close to transit, has tons of families and is next to a
plaza with many restaurants, which are packed full of students and young professionals at lunch every
day. They are very excited about the many opportunities this area presents to share the gospel and

connect with families. Caleb and Tricianne’s home church in Arizona is Happy Valley Baptist Church in

They are so grateful for the wonderful new home God has provided

and pray that He will use it for His glory.

For the home group they have started in their new apartment.

For the new school their daughters attend, that they will make new connections
leading to new relationships and new life in Christ.

For the seeds that were planted during the Olympics and Paralympics,

that lives will be changed by the gospel that was heard.

Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
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MATTHEW 5:16, CSB



MARCH

MEET KYLE VILLA
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Kyle is the Christian Challenge campus missionary at the Arizona State University Polytechnic
campus in Mesa. This campus, which focuses mainly on engineering, is unique because of the types
of students who attend. God has been working on students’ hearts in a way Kyle says he has not
seen before. Many students have become interested in Christian Challenge because it is paired with
Light in the Desert Church, which is close to the campus. Kyle and Christian Challenge are reaching
ASU Poly by “tabling” on campus multiple times throughout the week and conducting two Christian
Challenge communities (small group Bible studies), whose main goal is to teach students about the
gospel. The ministry is growing, and it has been a blessing to see students want to know Christ and
know more about Him.

HOW TO PRAY: e« Inorder to foster a healthy ministry, Christian Challenge desires to reach

men and women alike, but due to the nature of this particular campus,
there is very little female presence in this Christian Challenge chapter.
Pray that this chapter can encourage the one young lady attending
to reach out to other female classmates with the gospel.

* To not grow complacent in sharing the gospel but to remain faithful.

* To evangelize and reach nonbelievers. This chapter is currently primarily
made up of believers growing in Christ, but it desires to reach the lost as well.

For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears,
then you also will appear with him in glory.

COLOSSIANS 3:3-4, ESV
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APRIL

MEET MARSHALL AND KALI MORRIS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Marshall and Kali Morris are planting A Prayer Away Church in south Phoenix. Their mission is to teach
everyone, everywhere to always pray and never give up (Luke 18:1), as the Morrises believe that prayer
changes things. They are praying that A Prayer Away Church becomes an epicenter of prayer that draws
people closer to God and transforms communities.

HOW TO PRAY: e For God to give the church guidance and favor about starting a
Christian school.
o For God to help the church align with Him in engaging their city effectively.
o For all church plants to thrive and become epicenters of prayer that

draw people closer to God.

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
AcTs 4:31, NIV
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MEET CARSON AND NOELLE WEST"
SERVING AT THE ILC

Carson and Noelle have been serving the past three years at the International Mission Board’s
International Learning Center (ILC). Currently, they help missionaries on the field connect with churches in
the United States. They help represent the IMB and the work in the Sub-Saharan Africa Affinity at various
events and also help prepare missionaries headed to the field. This work in the U.S. will come to an end for
them in 2025. They plan to head back overseas to work within the Sub-Saharan African context, looking to
reach Africans (most being Muslim) with the gospel of Jesus Christ. They will use their gifting of language
and culture as a bridge to connect well, sharing their lives as they share the message of Christ. The Wests
are a family of six — a college-age child, two high schoolers and an active first grader. Their sending church
is The Church at Tubac in Tubac.

HOW TO PRAY: e« That as they prepare to move back overseas their hearts will be calm
and trusting. They have experienced much transition over the years and
are leaning into the Lord’s strength.

o That the Lord directs their steps as to where to serve next. They love
reaching the lost with the gospel and are waiting upon the Lord to
make their next steps clear.

o Their hearts as parents, as their oldest will be staying behind in the U.S.
Pray that she has peace as well and is surrounded by a good community.

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I
will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:9, NIV
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APRIL

MEET TITUS VESTER
SERVING IN ARIZONA

In the spring of 2024, Titus, Christian Challenge campus missionary at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University, began meeting with local college students from his church to cast a vision for reaching
Embry-Riddle and to train them to engage with the ERAU students. Embry-Riddle opened its
campus in Prescott in 1978. Today, it has more than 3,000 students, with only two or three churches
actively participating in on-campus outreach. In August 2024, Christian Challenge’s first on-
campus meeting was held, and the process of becoming an “official organization” at the university
was started. Willow Hills Baptist Church in Prescott is the partnering church for the Embry-Riddle
campus.
HOW TO PRAY: « For students to clearly hear the gospel and come to know Christ.

e For Christian Challenge to be approved as an official

campus organization at Embry-Riddle.

o That students are receptive to setting gospel appointments
and meeting with Titus one-on-one.

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through him.

1 JOHN 4:9, ESV
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APRIL

MEET TIFFANY FORD
SERVING IN WEST AFRICA

For the past five years, Tiffany has been serving as an International Mission Board missionary in Niger,
where she shares the gospel and disciples women. She often uses Bible stories to share God’s Word,
since most women in the area cannot read. There are a handful of Baptist churches in the capital city
that Tiffany and her team regularly partner with and lead trainings to better equip the believers to
share the gospel with the majority Muslim population. Tiffany grew up in Phoenix, where her father is
pastor of First Phoenix Church. Her sending church is Happy Valley Baptist Church in Glendale.

HOW TO PRAY: e For Muslim Nigeriens who are constantly seeking forgiveness in trying

to earn their salvation. Many are either quite resistant to the Good News
or are afraid to follow Jesus for fear of persecution.

o For Tiffany’s team that, by the leading of the Holy Spirit, they will wisely
train believers in how to evangelize their Muslim neighbors and walk
alongside them toward developing healthy churches.

e For Niger as a whole, as the average person often fears the increasing
terrorism in rural areas and struggles to have regular work and feed their family.

You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and
parched land where there is no water. I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your
glory. Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you. I will praise you as long as I live, and

in your name I will lift up my hands.

PsaLM 63:1-4, NIV
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MAY

PRAY FOR GATEWAY SEMINARY -
ARIZONA CAMPUS SERVING IN ARIZONA

Gateway Seminary is one of six Southern Baptist seminaries. Gateway operates a system of five
campuses situated near urban cities in the western region of the United States. After 20 years as
president of Gateway, Jeff lorg retired last year. (Then, almost immediately, he accepted God’s call
to be the president of the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention.) In April 2024,
Adam Groza was named the new president of Gateway Seminary. Adam grew up in Arizona, and

his undergraduate degree is from Northern Arizona University. Gateway’s Arizona Campus, under
the leadership of Dallas Bivins, offers a number of master’s and doctoral degrees, as well as several
certificate programs (gs.edu/about/locations/arizona-campus/). All Southern Baptist seminaries
receive Cooperative Program dollars, thereby making seminary training more affordable. The
Arizona Campus receives additional Cooperative Program funds from the Arizona Mission Network.
It is estimated that more than half of the churches in the Arizona Mission Network have a graduate,
current or former student of the Arizona Campus.

HOW TO PRAY: e For Adam Groza and his leadership team as he now gives direction to
Gateway Seminary.
e For Dallas Bivins, the Gateway Seminary Arizona Campus, its students and faculty.
* That God would continue to call men and women to be on mission and that
they will receive valuable training to fulfill this call through Gateway Seminary
as well as the other Southern Baptist seminaries.

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.

EPHESIANS 4:11-12, ESV
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MEET PETE AND SUSAN STRUPP
SERVING IN TAIWAN

Pete and Susan, International Mission Board missionaries in southern Taiwan, are involved in various
ministries from kids camps to English classes to adult Bible studies, as well as serving the local
church on Sunday mornings. They enjoy this variety, as each activity provides the opportunity to
introduce people to Christ and to help them grow in their relationship with Him. Their greatest joy
is seeing believers become excited about the Bible and actively share what they are learning with
others. Susan also serves as the affinity prayer strategist for the Asian Pacific Rim Peoples, helping
produce prayer guides and prayer Zoom rooms for their work in Taiwan. Pete and Susan have been
married 31years and currently live in Kaohsiung. They have been with IMB since 1999. They are from
Phoenix and have two married daughters who live in the Phoenix area. Their home church is NPHX
Church (North Phoenix Baptist Church).

HOW TO PRAY: e For Pete and Susan to be faithful to constantly point people to Jesus,

especially during times when fear runs high, such as during ghost month
and when earthquakes come.

o For more lay leaders to come alongside pastors to help lessen their load.
In Asian culture, people feel they need a degree before they are able to serve,
but God can provide what they need to walk alongside other believers to
read the Bible and pray.

e For Pete and Susan, as they head into their final year of IMB service,
that they finish strong!

Now that I am old and gray, do not abandon me, O God. Let me proclaim your power to this new generation, your mighty miracles to all who come after me.
PsaLm 71:18, NLT
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MAY MEET HENRY PHAN
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Henry serves with the International Mission Board as the western region (made up of eight

western states) diaspora mobilization strategist. He works with the Diaspora Missions Collective,

a collaboration of the International Mission Board, North American Mission Board, Send Relief,
Woman'’s Missionary Union, Executive Committee of the SBC, seminaries, state conventions and local
associations. The Diaspora Missions Collective seeks to mobilize and equip North American churches
to engage people groups globally and locally. (Diaspora means the movement, migration, settlement
or scattering of people away from their indigenous homeland.) Henry works with local and diaspora
churches to reach immigrants, refugees and international students with the gospel through vision
casting and training. He and his wife, Thu, have a married daughter, Theresa, and a son, Tim. They
serve at Vietnamese Christian Baptist Church in Phoenix.

HOW TO PRAY: ¢ That God will draw many diaspora people groups to Him and more
diaspora churches will be established in the western region.
o That God will grant Henry good health and Godly wisdom in his work.

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”

JEREMIAH 33:3, NIV
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MAY

- UNITY

Y ’ confere ng

PRAY FOR ARIZONA MISSION NETWORK
HISPANIC MINISTRIES

Every summer, Hispanic church youth groups across Arizona unite to rejoice in faith, truth and Yuma's
famous monster tacos. The Unity Conference, held at Iglesia Cristiana Tierra Fertil in Yuma, is a vibrant,
two-day event that serves as a home for Hispanic teenagers to come and worship in their own language,
Spanglish. Every single detail Unity invests in caters to an atmosphere where faith and cultural identity
unite. In 2024, Unity also offered a special gathering for parents to have their own mini-conference as
well. Nearly 300 students and their parents attended the Unity Conference in 2024. Hispanic Ministries

is under the direction of Josue Castro, the Arizona Mission Network’s Hispanic ministries facilitator. In
addition to the Unity Conference, Josue is also involved in facilitating a number of training events for
Spanish-speaking churches throughout the year. Hispanic Ministries is one of the eight ministries partially
funded through the Arizona Mission Offering.

HOW TO PRAY: e Forthe 53 Hispanic Southern Baptist churches in Arizona, for their pastors
and wives.
e For Josue Castro as he gives leadership to the Hispanic ministries of the
Arizona Mission Network as well as serves as pastor of Iglesia Cristiana
Tierra Fertil in Yuma.
o For more English-speaking congregations to initiate a Hispanic ministry
in their churches.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For
in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

I CORINTHIANS 12:12-13, ESV
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JUNE MEET DON VICKERS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Don Vickers leads Arizona Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, a partner of Southern Baptist Disaster Relief,
one of the largest disaster response agencies in the U.S. Currently, 300 trained volunteers from local
churches in Arizona work together to bring help, healing and hope after a disaster, such as a fire or flood.
In 2024, AZDR teams helped in Houston, Texas; Ruidoso, New Mexico; locations in Florida; and the San
Carlos Apache Indian Reservation in Arizona. AZDR teams may be involved in clearing an area of downed
trees with chainsaws, removing flood-damaged walls and flooring, helping prepare meals for disaster
survivors, managing the shower/laundry unit serving DR volunteers and first responders and praying with
homeowners while assessing the level of damage to their homes. The most important part of this ministry
is the encouragement provided to individuals by DR chaplains and team members. When disaster strikes, a
person can feel alone and depressed. Arizona Disaster Relief teams pray and share God’s love in the midst
of pain, suffering and loss. The Arizona Mission Offering provides much-needed funds for this ministry.

HOW TO PRAY: e For God to send more volunteers. To learn how you can volunteer and
be trained, go to azmn.org/disaster-relief.
e For AZDR leadership to continue to have wisdom as they help set direction
for the work to be done.
e For opportunities in the midst of disasters to share the love and hope of Jesus Christ.

If anyone has this world’s goods and sees a fellow believer in need but withholds compassion from him —
how does God’s love reside in him?

IJonn 3:17, CSV
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JUNE PRAY FOR ZONA CAMP

Zona Camp, the Arizona Mission Network’s summer camp for youth, is held each summer at
California Baptist University in Riverside. Middle and high school campers hear from Christian
speakers, worship together and join in fun activities. In addition, attendees choose from four tracks:
Zona University (where campers study theological topics taught by experts), Mission Life (where
campers learn about missions and serve at churches in the Riverside area), Worship Catalyst (where
campers practice music and learn how to lead in worship) and Impact (where campers interested

in leadership learn evangelism and discipleship). In 2024, Zona was attended by over 1,000 people,
including students and leaders representing 37 churches and camp staff comprised of college
students (the Zona Crew), Christian Challenge campus missionaries and AZMN staff. Under the
leadership of Eddy Pearson, AZMN evangelism and discipleship facilitator, and Chad Murrell, lead
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church of Scottsdale, Zona Camp is one of the eight recipients of
the Arizona Mission Offering. To learn more about the offering, check out: azmn.org/offering.

HOW TO PRAY: ¢ That God will continue to open the door for more and more middle and
high school students to come and hear the gospel and to grow in Christ.
e For the college students (Zona Crew), Christian Challenge campus missionaries
and AZMN staff who faithfully and sacrificially serve each year at Zona Camp.
e For God to continue to call young people to the mission field and to
ministry through their time at Zona Camp.

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ.

PHILIPPIANS 1:6, ESV
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JUNE MEET KIMBERLY SANDOVAL
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Kimberly is new to Arizona and currently serves as the International Mission Board’s Next Gen
missions recruiter in the West. She helps mobilize students and young adults (ages 15-29), often
speaking at events on college campuses and meeting with students one-on-one. She is passionate
about helping students and young adults seek God and use their gifts and talents for His glory on
the mission field. In her work, she communicates the IMB pathways by helping resource and share
information, as well as coach Next “Geners” on how to serve with the IMB overseas. Kimberly covers
Arizona, California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Alaska, Hawaii, Utah, Montana and
Wyoming. She is a fluent Spanish speaker, giving her a unique opportunity to share about the IMB
with Hispanic young people. Kimberly is a member of Grace Baptist Church of Glendale (formerly
Apollo Baptist Church).

HOW TO PRAY: e Having served with IMB for one year, for growth in the number of students

she is able to interact with.

e For more students from the West to be called to go overseas as short-term
or career missionaries.

e For Kimberly as she is away from family who live in the Midwest, and for
strength and peace for her family back home.

 For many opportunities for Kimberly to speak to “second-generation” students -
for more ethnic churches to open the door for her to cast a vision for
their young people about overseas missions opportunities.

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!

PsAaLM 96:3, ESV
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JUNE

MEET RUSSELL AND ARIZONA VALKO*
SERVING IN SOUTH ASIA

Arizona and Russell left a life in comfortable, middle-class America to share the gospel in a nation with
tremendous need. They finished their missions training and were commissioned the summer of 2024. They
are serving with the International Mission Board as part of the South Asia Affinity. South Asia, home to
one-third of the world’s Muslims, has the greatest concentration of lostness on the planet. It has some

of the fastest growing megacities, and currently 13 cities in this affinity have a population of more than 5
million. South Asia is a harvest field of more than 1.8 billion people who do not know Jesus. Arizona and
Russell were sent out from their home church, Calvary Baptist Church.

HOW TO PRAY: « For their time over the next year as they will be in language training.
e For patience adjusting to a new life, new culture and new food.
o That God will open doors for them to share the gospel with their
new neighbors and in their new community.

Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering
for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works

but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.

2 TIMOTHY 1:8-9, ESV
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JUNE

MEET ERIC AND BRITTANY GIBBS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Eric and Brittany began Live Love Ministries in 2010 after answering God’s call to serve the Gila River
Indian Community and the Tohono O'odham Nation in southern Arizona. They were commissioned
as missionaries by the North American Mission Board and receive support from the Arizona Mission
Network. From the beginning, their heart has been to reach people with the gospel and equip those
they reach to become missionaries to their own communities and beyond. Through partnerships
with churches, the addition of missionaries and the growth of Live Love Ministries, God has allowed
them to see numerous people come to faith in Christ and begin being discipled. God continues to
expand the reach of Live Love beyond the borders of the reservations. They work extensively with
the refugee community in the Phoenix metro area and also have two schools and a ministry center in
Malawi. They also have partnerships in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as well as Cambodia,
where the Gibbses’ daughter Ella serves as a missionary. The Live Love staff includes Julia Curtis,
whose role includes teaching children, discipling teenage girls and leading Bible studies in some of
the communities. In 2022, Jordan and Kayla Barton joined the Live Love staff, where their primary
roles include administrative duties such as bookkeeping, planning and organizing. They also assist with
developing relationships and discipleship. (To learn more: liveloveministries.org).

HOW TO PRAY: e« Forvolunteers to serve alongside Live Love Ministries in both short-
and long-term settings.
o For the Gibbses’ daughter Ella, who is serving on the mission field in Cambodia.

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

1 JOHN 4:10, NIV
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JULY

MEET MIKE AND JOANNA
SERVING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Mike and JoAnna served with the International Mission Board for more than 25 years in East Asia and
have now been serving in the United Kingdom for almost four years. They serve with the Asian Pacific
Rim Affinity, specifically the Asian Diaspora Euro Team in the U.K. reaching the Chinese. Their work
focuses on evangelism/discipleship, youth work, reaching international students and church planting.
They engage the lost through teaching English to immigrants, evangelistic media distribution and
street evangelism, as well as mobilizing partners in and for areas where missionaries are not allowed.
Mike and JoAnna have two teenage daughters.

HOW TO PRAY: e« For Mike and JoAnna and their ministry partners to have wisdom and
courage and to unite as they step out in faith to see God glorified in ministries
that include church planting, evangelism, discipleship and work with
international students and youth.

e For them over the next two years, as they prepare and equip their daughters
to adjust well to life back in the United States as they attend college.
May their girls have an increasing desire to grow in knowledge, especially
the knowledge of Him.

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be
building on someone else’s foundation. Rather, as it is written: “Those who were not told about him will
see, and those who have not heard will understand.”

RoOMANS 15:20-21, NIV
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JULY MEET DAN AND ANNE DIFFEY
SERVING IN ARIZONA

In the Spring of 2024, Foothills Church in Ahwatukee sent Dan and Anne to plant New Covenant
Community Church in south Chandler. The church’s mission is to glorify God by making and
equipping disciples for the work of the ministry. The Diffeys desire to reach south Chandler for
Christ through intentional evangelism and discipleship. The Diffey family is excited about this
wonderful and challenging opportunity.

HOW TO PRAY: o That the hearts of the people in the community around the church
would be soft to the gospel.
e That God would give Dan and Anne continued energy and excitement to
share the gospel in their neighborhood.
o That New Covenant Community Church would be a welcoming community
that presents the gospel clearly and that they continue to grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes . ..”

ROMANS 1:164A, ESV

40 | 2025 MISSIONS PRAYER GUIDE



MEET KEN HERMAN
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Ken, a retired prison chaplain, was named director of chaplaincy for the Arizona Mission Network of
Southern Baptists in 2024. Chaplains serve communities in ways the average church leader cannot.
Their calling is to shoulder the burdens of people in crisis, every day. As a result, chaplains can grow
discouraged and weary. To continue their good work without growing weary, chaplains need leaders
supporting them. Ken is working to establish a chaplaincy program to support chaplains serving in
Arizona who are endorsed by the North American Mission Board. This also entails helping churches
become aware of local chaplains. Ken is advising churches on the important ministry of chaplains
and working to bring local churches’ support to those serving as chaplains. The Hermans are
members of Avondale Baptist Church.

HOW TO PRAY: e For Ken in his new leadership role as director of chaplaincy.
e For our chaplains as they minister often in the midst of
tragic circumstances.
e For awareness to spread among Arizona Southern Baptists of
the valuable ministry chaplains provide.

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. ... Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

PsALM 23:1, 4, ESV
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JULY

PRAY FOR ARIZONA MISSION NETWORK
CHURCH REVITALIZATION

Churches have ups and downs, just as all of us do. When a church finds itself in a place where things
are not going well, the Arizona Mission Network can help restore the health of a church through
revitalization. Monty Patton, AZMN associate executive director, and Chad Garrison, lead pastor
of Calvary Baptist Church in Lake Havasu City and AZMN pastoral coaching consultant, are giving
coaching leadership through “Church Boom,” which works with pastors in revitalization cohorts.
Church Boom helps pastors focus on their vision for their church, as well as its mission, core values
and goals. From there, they develop strategies to equip their leadership teams. The ultimate goal
in revitalizing a church is that more people will be exposed to the gospel, come to Christ and be
discipled. Revitalizing churches is one of the eight ministry categories supported by the Arizona
Mission Offering.

HOW TO PRAY: ¢ For Monty and Chad, who give leadership to helping revitalize churches
through the Church Boom program.
* For Arizona Southern Baptist pastors who desire to revitalize their church
in order to develop leaders and lead more people to Christ.
e For Arizona Southern Baptist churches to be faithful in giving to the
Arizona Mission Offering.

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed
for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

JosHUA 1:9, ESV
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AUGUST MEET CHRIS AND AMY EARDENSOHN
SERVING IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Chris and Amy serve as area directors for Send Relief in Sub-Saharan Africa. Send Relief responds
to crises and strengthens vulnerable communities around the world by meeting physical and
spiritual needs in Jesus’ name. In their role as area directors, Chris and Amy consult, train and
facilitate disaster response and community development projects in Sub-Saharan Africa. Praise the
Lord that as Arizona Southern Baptists prayed for Chris and Amy in 2024, the Lord provided more
people to fill their team. In the first six months of 2024, their Sub-Saharan Africa projects reported
that 30,821 people heard the gospel through partnerships with 300 local churches, resulting in
more than 1,000 new believers. Chris and Amy have served overseas for more than 20 years and
have two sons, one daughter and a daughter-in-law.

HOW TO PRAY: e Forincreased resources to continue the work of compassion ministry as
Chris and Amy seek to proclaim the gospel by meeting physical and
spiritual needs through Send Relief.

e For churches to be strengthened as Chris and Amy partner with them.
o That they would have wisdom in how to steward the resources for the
greatest gospel impact.

We love because He first loved us.

I JoHN 4:19, ESV
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AUGUST

MEET MIKAL HOODENPYLE
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Mikal Hoodenpyle is the Christian Challenge campus missionary at Arizona Christian University

in Glendale. She is currently discipling five student leaders and helping them run their Challenge
communities (small group Bible studies). Her Challenge group of students has participated in
retreats, enjoyed hiking outings together and hosted game nights, all which have given them many
opportunities to have gospel conversations as well as build community. Arizona Christian University
is an accredited, private, nonprofit Christian liberal arts university. The university’s enrollment in
2024 was more than 5,100 students. First Southern Baptist Church at Sahuaro Ranch in Glendale is
this Christian Challenge chapter’s partner church.

HOW TO PRAY: o That ACU student leaders will be well equipped to lead their
Challenge communities.
o That there will be many opportunities to have gospel conversations.
o That those involved in Christian Challenge on the ACU campus will be
able to connect with more students.

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.

2 TiMoTHY 1:7, CSB
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MEET MICHAEL AND ALICIA GRIGSBY
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Michael and, his wife, Alicia, are planting Reflection Church in downtown Phoenix. Its
mission is to seek God’s heart and reflect His love for the kingdom, the city and for
individuals. The Grigsbys have been part of several church plants over more than a decade
and have seen the impact a new church plant can have on the community. They are excited
to see how God is going to impact downtown Phoenix. The Grigsbys have been married for

10 years and are currently becoming foster parents.

HOW TO PRAY: e That they would be a thriving and faithful family.
e That the downtown college campuses would be transformed
by the gospel.
e That their strong launch team would become a strong church.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen

EPHESIANS 3:20-21, ESV
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AUGUST

MEET GEORGE AND PAULINE MUNGAI
SERVING IN ARIZONA

George and Pauline followed God’s call to plant Neema Community Church, a congregation

for Swahili-speaking communities in the Phoenix metro area. Swahili is a common dialect in six
countries in East Africa: Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Congo, Rwanda and South Sudan. In 2024,
Neema Community Church reached beyond its local walls and partnered with four other churches
to go “on mission” and take the gospel to Kenya. They are praying and planning another trip to
Kenya in 2025. In addition, the Mungais have led their church to launch a girls’ rescue center, Victory
Center, with the capacity of housing up to 30 girls. Laveen Baptist Church is the sending church of
Neema Community Church, which is supported by the Cooperative Program through the North
American Mission Board.

HOW TO PRAY: e For a move of God to breathe new life into George and Pauline.
* For continued joy in the reawakening of the church through a renewed focus
on congregational prayer and evangelism.
e For the ministry of the girls’ rescue center, Victory Center.
e For Samuel and Joseph, two men Neema Community Church is supporting
in their two-year Bible School journey.

Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.

PsaLm 85:6-7, ESV
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AUGUST

MEET MIRIAM HOLMAN"
SERVING IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Miriam has been serving with the International Mission Board in the Middle East for 12 years. The mission
of her ministry is to see the people group she serves establish relationships with Jesus. Last year was quite
the tumultuous year for Miriam and her IMB and national partners. The war has resulted in tremendous
loss of life on both sides and challenging conditions to share the gospel. Miriam continues to organize an
English camp for adults and children each summer as well as hold English classes in her home throughout

the year.

HOW TO PRAY: e Join Miriam in praising God for the opportunity she has to continue

to serve Him, and pray that He will give her many more years
to serve Him in this place.

e Pray for the salvation of those who attend her English classes as
well as her English camp and for direction for this year’s camp
as Mariam does research on various Biblical and historical figures.

o Pray for the end of the war in the Middle East and that God would
use this situation to bring many to salvation in Him.

“For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me,

when you seek me with all your heart.”

JEREMIAH 29:11-13, ESV
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SEPTEMBER PRAY FOR THE
ARIZONA MISSION OFFERING

Each September, the Arizona Mission Network challenges its churches to participate in the Arizona
Mission Offering. This offering supports eight key ministries in Arizona: Christian Challenge (collegiate
ministry), Disaster Relief, Church Planting, Church Revitalization, Zona Youth Camp (student ministries),
the Pastors and Wives Retreat, Ministers in Crisis and Hispanic Ministries. At the 2024 Pastors and Wives
Retreat, more than 350 attendees were treated to a weekend at one of the Valley’s premier resorts.
They were blessed to hear Ben and Lynley Mandrell. Ben is president of Lifeway Christian Resources.
The Pastors and Wives Retreat is held every three years. The goal for the offering is for 200 churches to
participate, collectively raising at least $200,000. Numbers for 2024 were not available at the time of
printing; however, the previous year, 106 churches participated and $174,930 was raised. To learn more,
check out: azmn.org/offering.

HOW TO PRAY: o Lift up each of the ministries that benefits from the Arizona Mission Offering.
 For 200 Arizona Southern Baptist churches to participate in the
Arizona Mission Offering.
o That the funds raised will honor and glorify God and that the gospel
will be further proclaimed.

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped,
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

EPHESIANS 4:15-16, ESV
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SEPTEMBER

14

MEET DR. DOUG AND CHERYL DERBYSHIRE
SERVING IN THAILAND

Doug and Cheryl have served with the International Mission Board in rural Thailand since 1992.
Doug is a physician and runs a clinic staffed by 25 employees — from the gardener to the nurses, lab
staff, pharmacy crew, x-ray technician and office staff. All clinic staff are trained to share the gospel
at every given opportunity. All staff are involved in church planting efforts in surrounding areas, as
well as assisting with mobile medical clinics that help with church planting around Thailand. Cheryl
is director of Thai Country Trim. This ministry makes thousands of Christmas ornaments sold around
the world. Thai Country Trim presently employs 500 women working from north to central Thailand.
Most women work from their homes, and every worker hears gospel-centered stories each week.
The Derbyshires have four grown children who, along with their spouses, all serve the Lord — their
son Gary is pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Glendale (formerly Apollo Baptist Church), two serve
with the IMB in Southeast Asia and one is a nurse in North Carolina.

HOW TO PRAY:  For more believers in 2025 at their church plant and new Thai Country
Trim center in Ban Pho.

e For mobile clinics scheduled for this year, that God will use these days to
plant seeds of the gospel in the hearts of those who hear about Him and
for churches to be planted as a result.

e For wisdom, boldness and health as both Doug and Cheryl lead their
ministries for the glory of God in Thailand.

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb ... and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits

on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

REVELATION 7:9A, 10, ESV
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SEPTEMBER

MEET MIKAH NIX
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Mikah is a part-time Christian Challenge campus missionary at Central Arizona College, serving both the
Signal Peak and San Tan campuses. He leads a Challenge Community Bible study on Mondays at Signal
Peak that has a good mix of students and young adults. The Challenge Community he leads on Tuesdays
at the San Tan campus is struggling to attract students. Also serving with Mikah are Aidan Altamiriano and
Steve Dokka. Together, they often “table” on campus, which gives them time and opportunity to share

the gospel and resources with students. The partner church for these Christian Challenge chapters is Pinal
County Cowboy Church in Casa Grande.

HOW TO PRAY: e For more students to be interested in joining the Challenge Community
on the San Tan campus.
o For student leaders to be developed so there will be more student-led
Challenge Communities and gospel appointments.
e For “Challenge Nights” — a once a month gathering — that many students
will be saved and ready to serve God.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

RomaNs 12:2, NKJV
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SEPTEMBER

MEET JEAN AND EUGENIA NDAHIRIWE
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Jean de Dieu Ndahiriwe and his wife, Eugenia, are planting Christ Embassy Church in Avondale.
Their church plant is dedicated to bringing hope and healing to those on the margins through

the transformative power of relational evangelism and discipleship. The Ndahiriwes both have a
personal history as refugees, and their mission is to serve the immigrant and refugee community,
especially those from Sub-Saharan Africa and other conflict-ravaged regions. Jean also serves as

a clinical chaplain with the Arizona Department of Corrections. Jean and Eugenia live in Surprise
with their young son and have older children currently studying on the East Coast. Avondale Baptist
Church is Christ Embassy’s sending church.

HOW TO PRAY:  For God'’s provision for Christ Embassy Church and for a 15-passenger van
for transportation.
e For divine connections for employment, durable housing and resources for
new refugee and immigrant arrivals.
e For Jean’s chaplaincy work in the prisons — for lives to be changed and
for employment and stability for inmates post-release.

So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us.
We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20, NLT
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OCTOBER

MEET JAMES AND KATHERINE BURKS*
SERVING AT THE ILC

James and Katherine currently serve at the International Mission Board’s International Learning
Center, where prospective missionaries are trained for their new assignments. James is a medical
consultant in IMB’s medical department in Richmond, Virginia. He helps applicants get cleared to
go to the field and works with existing personnel so they remain healthy while on the field. Katherine
works with missionaries currently living in Asia, helping them stay healthy and advising them when
they are sick. The Burkses are still adjusting to life back in the States after spending several years on
the field. They have a daughter in junior high still living at home. Their oldest daughter recently got
married, and their middle daughter is a college student. Their sending church is Wellspring Church.

HOW TO PRAY: e For James and Katherine to have wisdom as they help missionaries
be as healthy as possible so they can have longevity on the field.
o For the church plant in Richmond where they attend, that many
will come to faith and be discipled.
e For open IMB job positions to be filled, particularly on
Katherine’s team that is located in Asia.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

JoHN 1:5, ESV
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OCTOBER MEET LEE AND TIFFANY DAVIS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Lee and Tiffany, along with their three children - Micah, Zane and Asher - are planting King’s Church in
Anthem. Their heart is to see a healthy, multiplying church that is a beacon of hope and truth take root in
their community. The tagline written on their church signs throughout Anthem reads, “Life in abundance.”
Scripture teaches that abundant life is found only in a relationship with King Jesus. Lee and Tiffany are
laboring along with their team to see lives changed through the hope of the gospel. King’s Church is
partnered with a ministry of Christ Church in Gilbert and the North American Mission Board.

HOW TO PRAY: e« Forboldness and strength as the King’s Church team casts vision and
shares the gospel.
o For preparation for spiritual warfare and protection from the lies of the
enemy infiltrating King’s Church team members.

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing
that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

2 PETER 3:9, ESV
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OCTOBER MEET MARIAH TELLECHEA
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Mariah is the Christian Challenge campus missionary at Glendale Community College. In addition
to students from across the Valley, GCC hosts a large number of international students. This
presents a diverse student population for Mariah and her team to witness to and to disciple. GCC
currently has more than 14,000 students enrolled, ranging from high schoolers to senior adults.
This also presents a unique opportunity for sharing the gospel with people who are not traditional
college-aged students. First Southern Baptist Church at Sahuaro Ranch in Glendale is the partner
church of Christian Challenge at Glendale Community College.

HOW TO PRAY: o For the student leadership team to share the gospel effectively with their peers.
o For more students to declare Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
o For Mariah to effectively minister to her leadership team and her students.

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

MATTHEW 28:19-20, CSB
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OCTOBER

MEET KARI VANSICKLE BINKINZ
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Kari is the Christian Challenge campus missionary on the Mohave Community College (MCC) campus

in Kingman. MCC offers more than 60 degrees and certificate options. The MCC chapter of Christian
Challenge is fairly new, and Kari is excited about the ministry opportunities ahead. She has a passion for
ministry, especially helping others on their journey to finding Jesus. She is walking alongside students,
learning their stories and sharing about becoming a disciple of Christ. This chapter’s partner church is First
Southern Baptist Church, Kingman.

HOW TO PRAY: e For Mohave Community College - that MCC'’s administration will see the
benefit of continuing to have a Christian Challenge chapter on campus.
o For strength and assurance for Kari as she puts her time and effort into her
work with Christian Challenge at MCC.
o For the Christian Challenge leaders - to guard marriages, families and
give them God’s wisdom as they teach and lead.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.

EPHESIANS 1:3, ESV
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NOVEMBER

MEET ANNA QUILL"
SERVING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Anna and her team — made up of three national partners, a Vx family, an International Mission
Board family and two IMB singles — work with an unreached people group called the “Vx people”

in a mountainous region in the Asian Pacific Rim. There are approximately 1.2 million people within
the Vx people group, and, of those, only 4,600 are believers. The country where most Vx people
reside has restricted gospel access. The goal of Anna’s team is to raise up Vx spiritual leaders who
live in Anna’s country of residence and send them to their homeland to share the gospel. Anna’s
two main tasks are to teach the Vx children God’s Word and to run a handicraft group that provides
supplemental income for Vx families, as many of them live on about $80 a month. Anna claims
Grace Baptist Church in Glendale (formerly Apollo Baptist Church) as her “second” church home.

HOW TO PRAY: e For unity for her team, that in the midst of cultural differences, they put on
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness and patience, seeking to
forgive one another and bear with one another in love (Colossians 3:12-14).

e For the Vx spiritual leaders who are sent back to their homeland to share the
gospel: that God would protect them, as there is often unrest in their homeland,
and that they would be led with boldness.

o That God would draw lost Vx people to Himself through dreams, visions and
technology, and that, like Acts 2:37, they would be cut to the heart, repent
and choose to follow Jesus with their lives.

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble
his way. All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

PsALM 25:8-10, ESV
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NOVEMBER

PRAY FOR ARIZONA MISSION NETWORK
MINISTERS IN CRISIS FUND

One of the eight recipients of funds from the annual Arizona Mission Offering is the Ministers in Crisis
Fund. Many pastors go through times of overwhelming crisis. The story of Jeff Vanderford, 11-year
pastor of Authentic Life Church in Tucson, is a great example of this. A few years ago, Jeff faced a
difficult medical crisis. A few years later, his church faced a difficult time, and then Jeff lost a beloved
grandparent. Jeff found himself dealing with a sense of anxiety he had experienced before. He called
David Johnson, executive director of the Arizona Mission Network, to inquire about pulpit supply

while he traveled to officiate his grandparent’s funeral. After one conversation with David, he was soon
receiving a pastoral call from Associate Executive Director Monty Patton. David and Monty utilized

the Ministers in Crisis fund from the Arizona Mission Offering to come alongside Jeff with counseling
services. This resource, funded by the faithful gifts of Arizona Southern Baptists, is designed to help
ministry leaders in situations like Jeff’s, where they or their church may not have the financial resources to
meet pressing needs. Requests are evaluated on a case-by-case basis and have ranged from counseling
services to help with devasting expenses in the pastor’s home to medical expenses.

HOW TO PRAY: e That Arizona Southern Baptists would faithfully give to the
Arizona Mission Offering through their local church.
o For our Arizona Southern Baptist pastors and the tremendous
challenges they often face leading their church.

Two are better than one. ... For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone

when he falls and has not another to lift him up!
ECCLESIASTES 4:9-10, ESV
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NOVEMBER | MEET ABRAHAM AND SUSANA ESTRADA
'| 6 SERVING IN ARIZONA

Abraham and his wife, Susana, are planting Centro Familiar Cristiano, a Hispanic church in Tacna. This
small, rural community is located in Yuma County. Abraham says the families in his church are people with
big hearts to serve God, and they rejoice in knowing and sharing God'’s love. The church is training new
leaders for ministry. Abraham and Susana have two children, Isai and Susana (Tuty).

HOW TO PRAY: o That God guides them and gives them strength to move forward.
e For the leaders of their church.
o For their community and the new families who are joining the church.

“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
JOSHUA 24:15B, ESV
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NOVEMBER

MEET JACK AND RACHEL THOMPSON
SERVING IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Jack works to assist International Mission Board staff across Sub-Saharan Africa with bank transfers,
expense reporting and taxes. He is getting to know the various rules and regulations of many
countries and sometimes advises on tax filings and legal matters. It is his heart to ensure legal
compliance, so that IMB staff have an open door to serve and share. He also supports the IMB
logistics consultants, who face an intense workload providing for the practical needs of all field staff.
Rachel has recently begun a role as team prayer advocate, which includes collecting and distributing
field prayer requests and considering prayer strategies. The Thompsons have been on the field one
year, are homeschooling their two daughters (ages 8 and 4) and have become Springbox Rugby
fans! Their home church is First Southern Baptist Church at Sahuaro Ranch in Glendale.

HOW TO PRAY: e For quality discipleship and leadership development in Sub-Saharan Africa.
o That their church as a whole would continue to be committed to ministering
to the homeless population in their city.
e For Jack and Rachel to always abide in Christ and obey His leading.

Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, since he who promised is faithful.

HEBREWS 10:23, CSB
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NOVEMBER

PRAY FOR THE LOTTIE MOON OFFERING

International Mission Board President Paul Chitwood remarked at a IMB Sending Celebration,
“Who but God could have imagined that one little girl from the hills of northwestern Virginia

would inspire Southern Baptists to give more than $5.5 billion (in total through the years) to an
international missions offering named in her honor?” That little girl — Lottie Moon — has been
inspiring and challenging Southern Baptists for nearly 140 years to give in order that missionaries

— currently there are more than 3,500 IMB missionaries — can be supported in their work of
combating firsthand the world’s greatest problem - LOSTNESS! The 2023-24 Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering was the largest in IMB’s history, with receipts totaling more than $204 million.
One-hundred percent of the dollars raised through the offering send and support missionaries. This
year’s Week of Prayer for International Missions is November 30-December 7.

HOW TO PRAY: e For Southern Baptists to be faithful in supporting the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering (give through your church or at: imb.org/generosity/
lottie-moon-christmas-offering /).

e For our IMB missionaries around the world — many of them serving in
very dark places — as they share the good news of Jesus Christ.

e That God would continue to call those who would go and that those
called would be found obedient and faithful.

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out
with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

REVELATION 7:9-10, ESV
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DECEMBER

MEET ETHAN AND JASMINE"
SERVING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Last year while in country, God opened the doors for Ethan and Jasmine, International Mission
Board workers, to develop a leadership team that reaches out to the villages where foreigners
cannot go. They call this the “Go Team” — training and sending out nationals to the unreached
areas of their country. Ethan and Jasmine are praying for American believers to come join in
their work by teaching English. They are also asking God to send an experienced administrator
and an IMB Journeyman (a recent college graduate, under the age of 30, sent by their church
for a two-year term on the international mission field) to serve with them. In 2024, you prayed
for Ethan and Jasmine as their daughter was getting ready to start college in the U.S. while they
continued serving in a closed country. Their daughter is doing well, and they were able to spend
some months of refreshment stateside, staying at the Arizona Mission Network mission house in
the West Valley.

HOW TO PRAY: e For national partners going out to some of the hardest places
in their country — some areas are physically hard to reach,
while most areas face persecution.

e For more workers for the harvest — English teachers and
an administrator.
o For their daughter who is attending college in Arizona.

That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us;

and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

IJonN 1:3, ESV
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DECEMBER MEET MATT AND HANNA ROSE
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Matt and Hanna were sent by Wellspring Church in Goodyear to plant Orbit Church in Buckeye in
February 2024. Orbit Church exists to help people find peace and develop purpose by revolving
everything around Jesus. They average just under 300 in attendance and are hoping to see many
in the West Valley imagine more for their lives as they encounter Jesus. Matt and Hanna have been
married for 12 years and have two children: Mikah (4) and Lukas (7).

HOW TO PRAY: o That God would send or develop faithful leaders to partner in the
mission of the church.
e For special favor in the community surrounding Orbit Church,
that people would be open and ready to receive the gospel.
o That God would use the church to inspire attendees to gather, grow,
connect and faithfully give and serve His mission

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us.

EPHESIANS 3:20, NIV
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DECEMBER MEET SCOTT AND BRENDA"*
SERVING IN THE HORN OF AFRICA

Scott and Brenda have been working for more than 25 years to bring the gospel to a predominately
nonliterate, unreached people group. After 70-plus years of Christian work among this people, there are
now believers and small groups formed in every area in which they live. After many years of sowing seed,
they are blessed to be currently training church leadership, developing strategy and administrating a
media production team.

HOW TO PRAY: e For believers who are reporting unprecedented openness as they
use the newly produced Audio Bible App to introduce friends to Jesus.

o That God would use the Audio Bible to draw many to faith in Christ.

o That just as the Audio Bible is being used to draw many to faith, that the
church would grow stronger and deeper as individuals and leaders now
have access to the whole Word through this App in a form that can
be used and understood.

o That God would open doors for national believers to take the gospel to
the places where Jesus is not yet known, among their people and
among other people groups.

It is the same with my word. I send it out; and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to,
and it will prosper everywhere I send it.

Isa1aH 55:11 NLT
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COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM

THANK YOU ARIZONA SOUTHERN BAPTISTS!

On behalf of all of the missionaries, church planters, collegiate missionaries and other ministries represented

in this prayer guide, thank you for praying! Do you realize that when you pray for a ministry leader or mission
cause, you are participating directly in their ministry? In 2 Corinthinans 1:11, Paul appeals to his readers, “You
also must help us by prayer so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the
prayers of many” (ESV). Through prayer, you have been a part of reaching college students with the gospel,
sharing the gospel with unreached people groups, planting churches and making disciples in places where you
will never go. That is a blessing!

We often talk about how we work together by giving to the Cooperative Program. This year, we have
celebrated and rejoiced in how God has used this amazing method of missions support for the last 100 years.
Through it, we have been able to send thousands of missionaries, plant tens of thousands of churches, train
hundreds of thousands of pastors and ministers and meet human need around the world. | am grateful for the
millions of dollars that have been given by churches in Arizona and across the Southern Baptist Convention to
support this great cause. But without prayer, monetary support falls short. We have been commissioned just
like our missionaries to “hold the ropes” through prayer.

Praying for missions is no small thing. Through prayer, we can touch the world. Thanks for your prayers this
past year. | hope you will continue to lift these ministries and missionaries up in prayer in the year to come!

David W. Johnson
Executive Director
Avrizona Mission Network
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Connect with the
Arizona Mission Network

PORTRAITS MAGAZINE

Sent at no charge to the homes of 17,000+ Arizona Southern Baptists, thanks to the support of the
Cooperative Program. Share your church mailing list for Portraits’ exclusive use, or, if not available,

request copies to be sent to your church: portraits@azsbe.org.
e Available by email and on the Arizona Mission Network website

e Also published in Spanish

NETWORK NEWS E-NEWSLETTER

e Published every other week

Also connect with the
Arizona Mission Network here:

m Arizona Southern Baptists

X azbaptists
I@l Q@AZBaptists

e Sign up: azmn.link/NewsSignup

ON THE WEB AT AZMN.ORG

¢ Find out about ministries, events, resources, news and more

= Arizona
ma Mission
‘ »¥ Network

of Southern Baptists
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ARIZONA MISSION NETWORK
12801 N 28th Dr., Ste. 1
Phoenix, AZ 85029

azmn.org

phone: 602-843-1030

toll free: 800-687-2431



