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YOU GIVE 
AN OFFERING 
TO YOUR CHURCH

YOUR CHURCH SENDS 
PART OF THE OFFERING 
RECEIVED TO THE 
ARIZONA MISSION 
NETWORK OF
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS

ARIZONA SOUTHERN 
BAPTISTS USE THE FUNDS 
FOR MISSIONS AND 
MINISTRIES

HOW THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM WORKS

Gateway Seminary 
– Arizona Campus
Arizona Baptist 
Children’s Services 
& Family Ministries
Christian Challenge AZ 
collegiate ministries
Arizona Mission Network
of Southern Baptists  
Church revitalization, evangelism efforts,  
leadership development, Hispanic ministries, 
Zona Youth Camp, and more

Southern Baptist Convention 
missions and ministries 
in the U.S. and overseas 
International Mission Board, North American 
Mission Board, six seminaries, and more

6.1%* 
7%

5.8%
41.1%

40% 
AND BEYOND

*Gateway has agreed to receive a dollar amount rather than 
a percentage. This amount is actually 7%, less anticipated 
expenses for the Arizona Campus incurred by the Arizona 
Mission Network of Southern Baptists.

IN ARIZONA
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JOIN US IN PRAYING

Dr. Paul Chitwood, President of the International Mission Board, often shares, “The greatest problem facing humankind is not a 
natural disaster, a humanitarian crisis, or political instability. The greatest problem in the world is LOSTNESS.” The IMB exists to send 
missionaries to those who have never heard the gospel — people in cities, in hard-to-reach places and people who are dispersed and 
displaced around the world. Dr. Chitwood also quotes the number “157,690.” This is the number of individuals dying daily with having 
acknowledged Christ as their Savior, many of whom have never even heard the name of Jesus. Currently, there are over 3,500 IMB 
missionaries serving around the world. We are so pleased with the number of Arizona Southern Baptists who have obediently said 
“yes” to God’s call to go to the Nations. We wanted to prepare this Prayer Guide to encourage all Arizona Southern Baptists to be in 
prayer for our missionaries. Each week, we recognize a missionary unit (single or family) and ask that you join us in praying specifically 
for them. We have also included some strategic events, church plants and ministries here at home to remember throughout the 
year. Join me in asking God to bless, protect, empower and lead our IMB Missionaries and people serving in Arizona missions and 
ministries. Also, remember that your financial gifts and tithes support the work of all these missionaries through the Cooperative 
Program. Thank you for your gifts and your prayers.

									         — Dr. David Johnson
									             Executive Director
									             Arizona Mission Network

Note:  In some instances, we must protect the identity of some of our missionaries. These are noted with an * by their name.

A special word of thanks to Lorri Paetz, Missions Coordinator for the Arizona Mission Network and Lainee Pegelow and Victoria 
White of the Christian Challenge Ministry for their work in compiling the information for the Prayer Guide. If you would like additional 
copies for your church, please contact the Arizona Mission Network office: lpaetz@azmn.org.
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MEET DR. DAVID JOHNSON
SERVING IN ARIZONA

David has served as the Executive Director of the Arizona Mission Network of Southern 
Baptists (AZMN) for the past ten years. AZMN is a network of 470 Southern Baptist churches. 
Two of his great passions are international missions and the Cooperative Program. David 
has led several mission trips to Mozambique and other Sub-Sarahan African countries. 
He is giving leadership to the development of a partnership between Arizona Southern 
Baptists and the IMB Sub-Sarahan Affinity of missionaries and ministries. This will provide 
opportunities for prayer support and mission sending trips. David also serves as an adjunct 
professor at Gateway Seminary – Phoenix. David and his wife, Diana, have 2 daughters and 7 
grandchildren. They are long-time members of Royal Palms Baptist Church, Phoenix

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For safe travels as I drive many miles around our state.
 	 •	 For our network to stay focused on our mission.
	 •	 For our churches to be healthy and effective.

JANUARY

1

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
Romans 10:14-15 
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MEET DR. MONTY PATTON
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Monty joined the Arizona Mission Network Executive Team in 2023 as Associate Executive 
Director, working side-by-side with Dr. David Johnson. Monty is passionate about foreign 
missions and has made mission trips to Mexico, Haiti and India. He is working closely with 
Dr. Johnson on Arizona’s Sub-Sarahan Africa partnership. Monty pastored churches in 
Arizona for many years and is the Founding Pastor of Mountain Ridge Baptist Church in 
Glendale. Monty and his wife, Nancy, have 2 daughters and 5 grandchildren (soon to be 7).

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For men to accept the call to full and part-time
	 	 pastoral ministry in Arizona.
	 •	 For churches to embrace an “uttermost part of the world” 	
	 	 heart in Sub-Sarahan Africa.
	 •	 For effectiveness in helping Arizona Mission Network churches 	
	 	 reach their communities through church re-planting
	 	 and evangelism.

JANUARY

7

In the year that King Uzziah dies, I saw the Lord, seated on the high and lofty throne, and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 
And one called to another: Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Armies; his glory fills the whole earth. Then I heard the voice of the 

Lord asking: Who will I send? Who will go for us? I said: Here I am. Send me.
Isaiah 6:1, 3, 8
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MEET MARC HILL
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Marc came to Christian Challenge (CC) Collegiate Ministries in 1989 as campus missionary with the 
Northern Arizona University chapter. He became Financial Manager for Christian Challenge AZ and, 
as a member of the State Team, was instrumental in developing ministry policies and financial systems. 
In August 2020, Marc became the Christian Challenge State Director. He is committed to leading 
Challenge to fulfill its mission: Christian Challenge exists to engage college students with the gospel, 
develop disciples of Jesus Christ, mobilize student leaders for the church and send missionaries to 
the world. Marc is a graduate of New Mexico State University and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He and his wife, Lisa, live in Flagstaff, the home of the Christian Challenge State Office.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For Marc as he gives leadership to CC’s Campus missionaries
	  	 serving on 19 different college campuses across Arizona.
	 •	 For Arizona Southern Baptists and others to commit to give their 	 	
	 	 f inancial resources needed for each Campus Missionary as they 	 	
	 	 raise their own financial support to serve in the ministry 
	 	 God has called them to.

JANUARY

14

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice,  holy and pleasing to God — this is your true and proper worship.

Romans 12:1
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MEET BRANDON BARRIOS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Brandon Barrios, along with his wife and 4 children are planting Way Family Church 
in Littletown — a hard-to-reach community in Tucson, AZ. Way Family Church is 
seeking to reach southeast Tucson for Christ, that believers may walk with Him 
and share Him with others. This is being accomplished through relationship 
building, discipleship, and community. The Barrios family is seeing God move as He 
continues to add to His Kingdom.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 • For softened hearts in this city.
	 •	 For strength and courage in God’s children to reach 	 	
	 	 out to the lost and hurting.

JANUARY

21

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
Psalm 2:11
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MEET DOUG AND CHERYL DERBYSHIRE
SERVING IN THAIL AND

Doug and Cheryl have been serving over 30 years in Thailand. Although a physician by 
trade, Doug’s greatest passion is sharing Christ with the many unbelieving Thais (mainly 
Buddist) he encounters daily. Cheryl is the head of Thai Country Trim, a company that 
makes handmade Christmas ornaments sold around the globe. TCT employs women 
throughout Thailand, many of whom are not Christ followers. This ministry provides a 
liveable wage and shares the Gospel with these ladies weekly. Thai Country Trim workers 
work from home and meet weekly for Bible study and worship. Doug and Cheryl have 4 
children. They have 9 grandchildren and #10 is coming in April. Their oldest son, Gary, is 
pastor of Apollo Baptist Church in Glendale, where the Derbyshires are members. Two 
of their children and their spouses currently serve with the IMB. Sandi is a nurse and her 
husband, Ryan, teaches Bible at a local high school. They live in Raleigh, NC.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 • For a time of rest and refreshment with our family while
	 	 stateside. 
	 •	 For our team in Thailand while we are stateside.

JANUARY

28

But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory and the lifter of my head. I cried to the LORD, 
and he answered me from his holy hill.

Psalm 3:3-4
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MEET ANDREW MARCHBANKS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

As a Christian Challenge missionary, Andrew Marchbanks is making disciples at Arizona 
Christian University in Glendale. This chapter of Challenge is unique in that Andrew is 
reaching out to a population that mostly professes Christ. Andrew and his student leaders 
need wisdom in discerning those ACU students who have saving faith from those who do 
not. Also, this uniqueness gives them a tremendous opportunity to develop disciples who 
can grow into leaders who see themselves as missionaries to the world. Andrew serves at 
First Southern Baptist Church of Glendale at Sahuaro Ranch.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 • For Andrew and his leaders as they continue to 
	 	 share the Gospel with the lost and develop students
	 	 who Love (God), l ive His Word and serve His church.

FEBRUARY

4

Lord, our Lord, how magnificent is your name throughout the earth! You have covered the heavens with your majesty.
Psalm 8:1
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INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
SENDING CELEBRATION IN PHOENIX

Each year the International Mission Board hosts several Sending Celebrations throughout the country 
to gather Southern Baptists to worship together, pray and send out Southern Baptists’ newest 
missionaries. Arizona has been chosen to host a Sending Celebration on February 14 at North Phoenix 
Baptist Church (nphx church). Each Sending Celebration features the stories of how God has called 
these missionaries to be sent forth to whose who have never heard the Gospel.
	 This event will also be live-streamed. If you are unable to attend in person, you are encouraged to 
gather family, your small group, church’s missions committee or your church family to view this Sending 
Celebration. Complete details can be found at imb.org/send.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For wisdom and grace as these missionaries learn new 	 	 	
	 	 languages to share the Gospel.

	 •	 That the children of the missionaries would settle into 	 	 	
	 	 their new cultures well.
	 •	 For favor as these missionaries apply for visas to live
	 	 in their new locations.

FEBRUARY

11

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always to the end of the age.

Matthew 28:19-20
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MEET ANDREW SMITH AND ELLIE L AMBERT
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Arizona State University Downtown is one of four ASU campuses that has a Christian Challenge AZ 
chapter. Andrew Smith and Ellie Lambert serve as Campus missionaries to ASU Downtown and are 
members of Mercy Hill, the partner church for this campus. This campus is located in Downtown 
Phoenix and is made up of mostly nursing, journalism and law students.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 That ASU Downtown students would come to hear
	 	 and believe the Gospel.
	 •	 That Challenge students would continue to step up
	 	 and be bold for Jesus through Gospel appointments.

FEBRUARY

18

I will thank the LORD with all my heart; I will declare all your wondrous works.
I will rejoice and boast about you; I will sing about your name, Most High.

Psalm 9:1-2

ANDREW SMITH

ELLIE LAMBERT
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ARIZONA BAPTISTS
PARTNERING WITH SUB-SARAHAN AFRICA

The Missions Team of the Arizona Mission Network’s Convention Council approved the development 
of a partnership between Arizona Southern Baptists and IMB Missionaries that are part of its Sub-
Sarahan Africa Affinity. Just a few objectives are: advance Kingdom work in Sub-Sarahan Africa (SSA) 
and through increased and focused prayer initiatives that result in increased giving to the Cooperative 
Program and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering; provide the means for Arizona churches to strategically 
engage in missions in SSA where needs are greatest; provide Arizona Baptists with greater missions 
education through first-hand missionary outreach experiences.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 This partnership will strengthen the local church’s 	 	 	
	 	 engagement in the Great Commission.
	 •	 That our stewardship in the context of this partnership
	 	 will reflect biblical generosity.
	 •	 This will provide Arizona Baptists with greater missions 	 	 	
	 	 education through first-hand missionary outreach 		 	 	
	 	 experiences in SSA.
	 •	 This will increase the number of short-term volunteers as well
	 	 as mid-term and long-term personnel going to serve in SSA.

FEBRUARY

25

After this I looked, and there was a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people and language, which no one could number, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb.

Revelation 7:9a
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PRAY FOR THE
ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING

Throughout the Southern Baptist Convention, the week of March 3-10 has been designated as a national 
week of prayer for The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering (AAEO). This offering is the primary way 
Southern Baptists fund missions in North America. One hundred percent of gifts given to AAEO go to 
the field to support more than 2,400 missionary families serving across the United States and Canada.
	 Annie was born in Baltimore at a time when there was little opportunity for women. Yet, her devotion 
to Christ led her to a life of service and leadership. She organized women to pray, to give and to meet 
the needs around them. She challenged pastors and churches to action and rallied vital support for 
missionaries. Ultimately, Annie was recognized as a national Southern Baptist trailblazer for her visionary 
leadership that still inspires millions today.
	 Gifts to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering are used to train and resource missionaries in church 
planting and compassion ministries. Gifts are also used to create evangelism resources. New churches are 
being planted, hurts are being healed and lives are being transformed by the Gospel because you give.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 Pray that Southern Baptists will be faithful in their
	 	 giving to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.

MARCH

3

I pray that he may grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power
in your inner being through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.

Ephesians 3:16-17a
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PRAY FOR ARIZONA BAPTISTS SERVING IN 
NORTH AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST

Pray for Arizona Baptists who are serving with the International Mission Board in a region that has 
over 500 unengaged, unreached people groups. This is an area of extravagant wealth and extreme 
poverty. More refugees come from this region than any other place in the world. Many are refugees 
from war and famine. It is reported that 65% of the world’s current conflicts are happening in North 
Africa or the Middle East. However, because of the steadfast influence of missionaries sharing the 
Gospel in this region over the past couple of years, over 20,000 people have heard the Gospel and 
more than 1,700 have accepted Christ, with nearly 90 new churches being planted.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 That God will raise up visionary national leaders among the 802 	 	
	 	 people groups of North Africa and the Middle East, so that by 
	 	 the Spirit’s leading, multitudes will come to faith in Jesus.

MARCH

10

Listen, Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your strength.

Psalm 9:1-2
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MEET CALEB MARTINEZ
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Arizona State University Polytechnic in Mesa is one of four ASU campuses that has a Christian Challenge 
AZ chapter. Caleb Martinez serves as our Campus Missionary to ASU Poly. He is also the Associate Pastor 
at Passion Creek Church in Queen Creek, who is the partner church for this campus. ASU Poly is a very 
specialized campus that focuses mostly on engineering.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For the ASU Poly chapter to have a strong Gospel 
	 	 presence and for students to come to Christ.
	 •	 That this campus of mostly engineering students would
	 	 see the importance and truth of Jesus and commit
	 	 their lives to Him.

MARCH

17

How happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk according to the LORD’s instruction! 
Happy are those who keep his decrees and seek him with all their heart.

Psalm 119:1-2
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MEET JACK AND RACHEL THOMPSON
SERVING IN SOUTH AFRICA

Jack and Rachel completed their IMB training in September 2023 and are now serving in 
Johannesburg. Jack is using his accounting skills to provide financial help to missionaries in their 
Affinity. Although he is serving in an administrative position, Jack knows that whatever the task, 
God’s will is for all believers to share the Gospel and make disiples. In their “spare time,” Jack and 
Rachel are plugging in with the other missionaries in their area to share the Good News, make 
disciples and plant churches. Jack and Rachel were sent out from First Southern Baptist Church at 
Sahuaro Ranch in Glendale.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 That they might create life-giving rhythms and habits
	 	 during their time on the mission field.
	 •	 That they might maintain quality relationships both with
	 	 new friends and everyone back in the States.

MARCH

24

Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, 
some for dishonorable. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, 

set apart as holy, ready for every good work.
2 Timothy 2:20-21
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MEET JOSUE CASTRO
SERVING IN ARIZONA 

Josue is the Hispanic Ministries Facilitator for the Arizona Mission Network of Southern Baptists. As a 
Facilitator, Josue is involved in meetings with pastors from around the state, both prayer gatherings and in 
working sessions, with the purpose of aiding in furthering the work that God has entrusted to them. Yearly 
the Hispanic Ministries have held such events as Vacation Bible School training, partnering with Lifeway 
Christian Resources to bring Spanish-language training workshops to Arizona, UNITY, a weekend event 
for youth featuring worship, workshops and keynote speakers. They are also developing materials to assist 
churches in initiating a Hispanic ministry in their congregation, creating a bridge between the church planting 
team and the church life team. He also serves as pastor of Tierra Fertil Iglesia Church, with campuses in Yuma 
and San Luis. Josue and his wife, Carolina, have been married 27 years and have two children.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 • 	 For  Hispanic  pastors  and the i r  wives  ser v ing in  Ar i zona
 	 • 	 For  UNITY,  an annual  event  he ld  in  the  Spr ing wi th  the  purpose of  	
	 	 t rans format ion  in  the  l i ves  o f  young people. 
 	 • 	 For  the  cont inued growth  at  Josue’s  church  which  has  resu l ted in  	
	 	 the  addi t ion  of  a  th i rd  Sunday morn ing ser v ice.

MARCH

31

First of all, then I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made for all people. This is good, and it is pleasing 
in the sight of God our Savior who desires all people to be save and to come to the knowledge of truth.

I TIMOTHY 2:1a, 3-4
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MEET BRANDON AND MADDIE REIMUS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Brandon and Maddie Reimus serve as Christian Challenge campus missionaries on ASU’s Tempe campus. 
ASU is the largest university in Arizona, with almost 80,000 students, most of whom attend the Tempe 
campus. Students from all over the world come to study a wide option of majors to further their careers 
and futures. Brandon and Maddie, along with their partnering church, Church on Mill, help equip college 
students to share their faith on campus, disciple students, and mobilize servant leaders and missionaries. 
(Isabel Han and Zach Hsu, profiled later in this prayer guide, are also part of the ASU Tempe Christian 
Challenge Team.)

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 Pray for students to see strategic mission opportunities
	 	 on their campus, such as reaching the ASU football team for 	 	
	 	 Christ through the players who are members at Church on Mill.
	 •	 Pray for individuals and churches to raise the financial resources 		
	 	 needed to support Christian Challenge campus missionaries.

APRIL 

7

My life is down in the dust; give me life through your word. I told you about my life and
you answered me; teach me your statutes. Help me understand the meaning of your precepts

so that I can meditate on your wonders.
Psalm 119:25-27
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MEET ETHAN AND JASMINE*
SERVING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Ethan and Jasmine, and their two daughters, have been living in Southeast Asia for over 16 
years, serving in the same city, building relationships. They lead their team of missionaries to be 
effective communicators of the Gospel in very hard-to-reach areas. They are also training up a new 
generation of local church planters and ministers of the Gospel. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For Ethan and Jasmine’s daughter as she finishes high school
	 	 and looks forward to attending college.
 	 •	 For the three couples that are finishing a one-year Study Course 	 	
	 	 preparing them to go to the field.		
 	 •	 That all would have good “Gospel Fluency.”

APRIL

14

Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the power
that works in us – to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever, Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-21



24 | 2024 Missions Prayer Guide

MEET NATE PARROW
SERVING IN THE WESTERN REGION
OF THE UNITED STATES

Nate serves with International Mission Board, as the West Region Church and NextGen Mobilization 
Strategist. He serves local churches and NextGen leaders throughout the West, championing, 
coaching, connecting, and creating opportunities for local churches and college students to join Jesus 
on His mission. Nate serves as an Elder in his local church in North Phoenix, Mission Valley Church. 
Nate is married to Jessica, who serves the Arizona Mission Network as an Executive Assistant. They 
have an 8-year-old daughter Tobie-Grace, they adopted in March 2023.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 That God would be glorified and that more in the West would join
	 	 in the mission of making Jesus known among the peoples
	 	 of the world. 
 	 •	 That Nate would abide deeply in Jesus and that Jesus Christ
	 	 would be exalted in all that he does as he serves churches and
	 	 leaders in the West and beyond.

APRIL 

21

And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

John 17:3
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MEET PETE AND SUSAN STRUPP
SERVING IN TAIWAN

Pete and Susan partner with a local believer in a very unchurched/unreached area in southern 
Taiwan. They share the Gospel via kids camps in the summer and winter, and throughout the year 
they help elementary and junior high students with their English. Their other main activity is Gospel 
sharing and disciple making through inductive/participative Bible studies with university students 
and adults. Pete and Susan live in Kaohsiung and have been with IMB since 1999. They have been 
married 31 years and have two married daughters. Their home church is North Phoenix Baptist 
Church (nphx church), Phoenix. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 • 	 There  i s  a  shor tage of  next  generat ion  leaders  in  the  church 	 	
	 	 and many pastors  are  of  ret i rement  age.  Pray  for  fa i th fu l ,  	 	
	 	 commit ted people  to  be wi l l ing  to  ser ve.
	 • 	 95% or more of Taiwan’s 23 mill ion people follow other gods. 	 	
	 	 Pray for Christians to worship Christ as the only God of their l ife	 	
	 	 and to always be ready to explain the hope they have as a believer.
	 • 	 For  ongoing peace in  the  Ta iwan St ra i t .

APRIL

28

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and
untrained men, they marveled. And realized that they had been with Jesus.

Acts 4:13 NKJV
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MEET JOHN AND WANNE DINA
SERVING IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

John and Wanne have been serving for over 30 years with the IMB, the previous 29 years in 
Mozambique. They began a new assignment in late 2023 as leaders for the Training Team for Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) and are now stationed in Nairobi, Kenya. The Training Team exists to serve, 
support and lead Sub-Saharan Africa Teams to engage in the Missionary Task and serve alongside 
African churches as they make disciples of all nations for God’s glory. In addition, they connect 
volunteers, students and mid-term and career missionaries to teams across SSA. The Training Team 
equips and trains IMB personnel (new and old) for greater Kingdom impact. John and Wanne have 
3 children (one serving with the IMB in Southeast Asia) and 7 grandchildren. Their home church is 
Royal Palms Baptist Church, Phoenix. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For John and Wanne as they work on trainings for
	 	 Sub-Saharan Africa missionaries.
	 •	 For their team to be united in Christ and to abide daily with the 	 	
	 	 Father as they share the Gospel and serve the people they work with.
	 •	 For good health and protection as they and the team
	 	 travel around Africa.

MAY

5

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Acts 2:42
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MEET SKIP AND KATHY FORD*
SERVING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Skip and Kathy, and their two daughters, serve in United Kingdom as part of the IMB’s “Euro Diaspora” 
team. Their team works to reach overseas immigrants, to strengthen local churches and to help them 
gain a vision for fulfilling the Great Commission. Skip and Kathy are focused on finding partners to 
join the work in the UK. Skip is originally from Arizona (Home church growing  up was North Phoenix 
Baptist Church) and Kathy is from North Carolina. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For the Lord to raise up partners in the US and the United Kingdom
	 	 for planting new churches and other cooperative ministries among
	 	 the newly arriving immigrants.
	 •	 That many will apply to serve through our ministry partners
	 	 to reach international students in the UK next summer. 
	 	 Free housing and most food are included:		 	 	 	
	 	 www.imb.org/opportunity-finder/?search+cambridge.
	 •	 For their daughters to be able to prepare well for next year’s 	 	
	 	 high school GCSE exams where the grades depend entirely
	 	 on a series of long, final tests.

MAY 

12

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s 
foundation. Rather, as it is written: “Those who are not told about him will see and those who have not heard will understand.”

Romans 15:20-21
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MEET SYLVIA MILLER AND ANDREW MILLER
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Arizona State University West is one of four ASU campuses that has a Christian Challenge AZ chapter. 
Sylvia Miller and Andrew Miller (no relation) serve as our Campus missionaries to ASU West. Committed 
to supporting the 14 communities that make up more than 50 percent of Maricopa County’s future 
growth, Arizona State University’s West Valley campus offers over 125 undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs, including forensics, business, engineering, education and honors curriculum. As a 
learning hub for students of all ages and backgrounds, ASU West Valley also supports K-12 learners 
through ASU Prep Local, Herberger Young Scholars Academy, campus-based youth programs, local 
school and community partnerships, and extended learning opportunities such as Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute. Both Sylvia and Andrew are members of Apollo Baptist Church, the partner church for 
this campus. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 That Challenge students at ASU West would catch a vision for 	 	
	 	 reaching their campus and would share the Gospel boldly.
	 •	 That this chapter would mobilize student leaders who would 
	 	 grow and be prepared to serve His church.

Peace be multiplied to you! It has seemed good to me to show the signs and wonders that the Most High 
God has done for me. How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting 

kingdom and his dominion endures from generation to generation. 
DANIEL 4:1b-3

MAY 

19

SYLVIA MILLER

ANDREW MILLER
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MEET SAM CASTRO
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Sam Castro leads the Christian Challenge chapter at Arizona Western College in Yuma. Located in 
the sunny, southwest corner of the state, Arizona Western College supports the Yuma and La Paz 
communities with over 170 degrees and certificates in a wide range of academic, career and technical 
programs, as well as non-credit courses in professional development, customized training, and personal 
enrichment areas. With 12 different locations and a service area that spans 10,000 square miles, AWC also 
boasts a diverse international program with students from over 40 different countries. Sam is a member of 
the partner church, Iglesia Tierra Fertil.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For Sam and his leaders as they seek to share the gospel
	 	 and develop students to grow in their walk with Christ.
	 •	 For Gospel appointments with students from diverse
	 	 backgrounds and beliefs.

MAY 

26

The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted above all the peoples. 
Let them praise your great and awe-inspiring name. He is holy.

Psalm 99:2-3
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JUNE 

2
PRAY FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

Each year tens of thousands of Southern Baptists gather to celebrate what God is doing through 
their combined ministry efforts and to deliberate on the direction of the Convention for the future. 
It has been said “the annual meeting combines the elements of an old-fashioned revival meeting 
with an open-microphone business meeting.”  It is a time of equipping and inspiration with nearly 
200 ancillary meetings, events and gatherings throughout the week. It aims to encourage, equip 
and mobilize for Kingdom work.
	 In addition to reports from the six Southern Baptist seminaries, reports are given by the 
leaders of the International Mission Board, North American Mission Board and others. One of 
the highlights of each Annual Meeting is a Sending Celebration where IMB Missionaries are 
commissioned for their new work on mission fields throughout the world.
	 Pray for the leaders of the Convention as well as Arizona leadership and pastors as they 
participate and make critical decisions regarding the future of our Convention. In all things, may 
Christ be lifted up and God be glorified.
	 The 2024 Convention will be led by SBC President Bart Barber and held in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. This year’s theme is “One Mind, One Voice.” For more information: sbcannualmeeting.net.
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MEET TIFFANY FORD
SERVING IN WEST AFRICA

The area in West Africa where Tiffany serves is filled with numerous people groups, totalling 20-25 
million, who mainly practice folk Islam. IMB missionaries here plant Gospel seeds in order to point 
people to Christ among this agrarian people.  Though many struggle daily to make ends meet, they 
live communally and will always share their food and their life with you.  Tiffany is currently in French 
language study.  Although a registered nurse, Tiffany’s passion is to share the Gospel through 
storying.  Her sending church is Happy Valley Baptist Church in Glendale.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For a handful of Arizona Baptist churches that the IMB West Africa 	
	 	 Team is trying to partner with to advance the Kingdom.
	 •	 For perseverance and wisdom for Tiffany’s team as there are 	 	
	 	 always many moving parts and opportunities.
	 •	 That all those serving In West Africa  would be led by the Spirit and 	
	 	 dil igent in the work.

JUNE

9

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut 
off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. GOD, the 

Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places.
Habakkuk 3:17-19
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MEET DR. EDDY PEARSON
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Eddy serves as the Facilitator of Evangelism/Discipleship for the Arizona Mission Network of Southern 
Baptists. One of his many responsibilities is evangelism training and coordination at ZONA Camp, 
Arizona’s statewide youth camp experience. For the past several years this has been held on the campus 
of California Baptist University, Riverside, and brings together over 600 high schoolers and their adult 
leaders for a week of worship, recreation and spiritual training.
	 For the past 10 years, over 3,000 public commitments ranging from trusting in Jesus for salvation to 
those expressing a call to ministry or missions have been made. Many decisions have led to young people 
making an expression of faith through believer’s baptism as well as meaningful recommitments of their life 
to serving Christ.  Between 300-400 students have sensed a call from God to take a next step in ministry 
or missions. Christian Challenge AZ students volunteer their time, pay their own way to ZONA and help to 
lead out in evangelism discipleship. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For ZONA Camp 2024.
	 •	 That I will grow in wisdom as I age.
	 •	 That I will be an example by sharing the good news of Jesus
	 •	 That this chapter would see students connect with their
	 	 Challenge Community and grow as disciples in Jesus Christ.

JUNE 

16

Teach us to number our days carefully so that we may develop wisdom in our hearts.
PSALM 90:12
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MEET CALEB AND TRICIANNE SPACHT
SERVING IN PARIS, FRANCE

Commissioned and sent to France in 2023, Caleb and Tricianne, along with their two daughters, 
are living in Paris. Once they complete their language training, their primary focus of ministry will 
be sharing the Gospel with French-speaking Parisians. The team of 12 IMB Missionaries they serve 
with are eagerly anticipating a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to host and organize a large amount 
of evangelistic events when the Summer Olympics come to Paris in 2024. All are asking God to use 
the Olympics as a powerful tool for connections, evangelism, church strengthening and church 
planting. The Spachts were sent out from Happy Valley Baptist Church, Glendale. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 The Spachts need to fundraise around $11,000 for expanded 	 	
	 	 ministry expenses connected to their evangelism efforts at
	 	 the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	 •	 That they continue to make progress in their language training 	 	
	 	 and find “persons of peace” in their neighborhood.

JUNE

23

If I speak human or angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith

so that I can move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing.
I Corinthians 13:1-2
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PRAY FOR ARIZONA BAPTISTS 
SERVING IN CENTRAL ASIA

Most Central Asian believers are first-generation Christians. Only a handful have known Jesus for more 
than 30 years. There are over 400 million Central Asians spread across 10 countries, and they comprise 
386 people groups. Of these, 39% do not have any church-planting efforts among them. Islam is the 
predominant religion in Central Asia. Many who choose to follow Jesus are persecuted for betraying their 
former faith, family and traditions. Central Asians are experiencing deep grief and are suffering as a result 
of war, repressive laws and natural disaster. But God is at work in these countries, oftentimes opening the 
door for Gospel presentations through partnerships with nationals and opportunities to work alongside 
them through Send Relief projects, such as the digging of wells for clean water. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 A movement of the Holy Spirit to bring Muslims to Christ.
	 •	 For future and continued involvement with local believers.
	 •	 For continued opportunities for humanitarian projects in order
	 	 to tangibly demonstrate the love of Christ to local people.

JUNE 

30

I lift my eyes toward the mountains. Where will my help come from? My help comes from the LORD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. The LORD will protect you from all harm; he will protect your life. The 

LORD will protect your coming and going, both now and forever.
Psalm 121: 1-2, 7-8
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MEET STEVE DOKKA AND AIDAN ALTAMIRIANO
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Steve and Aidan serve as Christian Challenge campus missionaries at Central Arizona College Maricopa. 
The CAC Maricopa campus serves residents of Maricopa, Stanfield, Casa Grande and the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community. Steve also serves as Christian Challenge campus missionary on the CAC San Tan and CAC 
Signal Peak campuses.  The San Tan campus serves the communities of San Tan and Queen Creek, as well 
as the city of Florence. CAC’s Signal Peak campus is located four miles east of I-10 near Casa Grande, 
midway between Arizona’s two largest cities of Phoenix and Tucson. Both Steve and Aidan are a part of 
Central Arizona College’s partner church – Pinal County Cowboy Church. Steve serves a staff member of 
Pinal County Cowboy Church.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For all three CAC campuses to have a strong Gospel presence
	 	 and see the students step up in their faith as they serve on
	 	 mission for Jesus.
	 •	 That all three chapters would grow to become vibrant communities
	 	 of students who make Gospel appointments.
	 •	 For the Signal Peak campus to establish on-campus housing and a 	
	 	 robust athletics department.

JULY 

7

Trust in the LORD and do what is good; dwell in the land and live securely. Take delight in the LORD and he will 
give you your heart’s desires. Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will act, making your righteous-

ness shine like the dawn, your justice like the noonday.
PSALM 37:3-6

STEVE DOKKA

AIDAN ALTAMIRANO
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MEET JESUS BUSTAMANTE
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Jesus and his wife, Rosita were sent to the US by a company for whom he has worked the past 21 
years. When they crossed the border from Nogales, Mexico, to Nogales, AZ, they saw the need 
for a Baptist Hispanic church on the Arizona side, so they planted Iglesia Border Light. They saw 
a building that had been abandoned for over 35 years and started praying for it. It was listed for 
$341,000 and the Bustamantes offered $170,000. The owner, who was an elderly man living in 
Denver, countered for $182,000. He said that if it was going to be to used as a church, he was 
willing to let it go for that amount. They are in the process of remodeling and are very happy God 
has called them to plant a church in Nogales. Jesus is the lead pastor and is bi-vocational. Jesus and 
Rosita have three children, two that are married, and a single daughter living in Phoenix. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For the unity of the church, we are growing and having many 	 	
	 	 spiritual challenges with very religious people. 
	 •	 For the remodeling process and for a used van to pick up 		 	
	 	 people at the border.
	 •	 For the ministry to an orphanage in Nogales, Mexico, that has over 	
	 	 40 children who have been abandoned by parents, many due to drug 	
	 	 traffic, etc. 

JULY

14

Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the Lord’s 
temple was laid—consider it: Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not 

yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.
Haggai 2:18-19
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MEET JENNY CAYLOR
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Jenny Caylor serves as a Christian Challenge campus missionary at Estrella Mountain Community College 
(EMCC). EMCC is one of 10 Maricopa Community Colleges and is located in Buckeye. EMCC’s primary 
goal is to strengthen the talent pipeline with career pathways into energy and manufacturing industries. 
This chapter partners with Avondale Baptist Church. Avondale had been praying for someone to serve 
in college ministry. Jenny and her family moved to Arizona in January 2022. Being very familiar and 
comfortable with Collegiate Ministry, Jenny followed God’s call to serve this campus. This chapter of 
Christian Challenge is very new and is discovering the rhythms of this campus. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For this new chapter as they meet new students and host a
	 	 weekly Thursday Bible study and lunch. 
	 •	 For Jenny and the students as they make Gospel appointments and 	
	 	 hold discipleship meetings with current and new students.

JULY 

21

Be gracious to me, God, be gracious to me, for I take refuge in you. I will seek refuge in the shadow of 
your wings until danger passes. I call to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me.

Psalm 57:1-2
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MEET DR. ERIC AND BRITTANY GIBBS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Eric and Brittany came to Arizona in 2010 to serve as church planters under the North American 
Mission Board, planting on the Tohono O’odham Reservation near Casa Grande. The Tohono 
O’odham Nation is spread across 2.7 million acres, approximately the land mass of the state of 
Connecticut. There are many villages that also cross the border into Mexico. Eric and Brittany also 
spend time ministering on the Gila River Indian Community. They started a ministry called Live Love 
Ministries which holds student events, Bible studies and holiday events.
	 Through partnerships with churches, the addition of missionaries, and the growth of Live Love 
Ministries, God has allowed the Gibbses to see numerous people come to faith in Christ. God 
continues to expand the reach of Live Love Ministries beyond the borders of the reservation to the 
ends of the earth with partnerships in DR Congo, Malawi, and Cambodia. In Malawi, they operate a 
Christian school for kindergarten through 8th grade in the capital city of Lilongwe and an ongoing 
ministry center in Dzalaka Refugee Camp.
	 Eric and Brittany came to Arizona with two children, but God has faithfully grown and continues 
to grow their family through adoption, foster care, and community involvement to a family of nine. 

For more information about Live Love Ministries, check out their website: liveloveministries.org

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For churches and individuals to provide f inancial suppor t
	 	 for the Gibbses and other staff.
	 •	 For volunteers who might serve for one-day events, ongoing 	 	
	 	 ministr ies and mult i-week mission tr ips to Arizona or Malawi.		

JULY

28
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MEET DEREK KREGLER
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Derek Kregler is the Christian Challenge campus missionary reaching out to Grand Canyon 
University. This ministry is one of Christian Challenge’s newest ministries. Grand Canyon is a private, 
Christian university located in Phoenix. GCU has experienced exponential growth in the past few 
years and is one of the fastest growing universities in the nation. Derek is working hard to mobilize 
GCU students to reach their classmates for the Gospel. Derek is a member of GCU Christian 
Challenge’s partner church, First Southern Baptist Church Glendale at Sahuaro Ranch.

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For Derek and his student leaders as they learn to Love God, 
	 	 Live His Word and Serve His Church.

AUGUST 

4

God, save me by your name, and vindicate me by your might! God, hear my prayer; listen to the words 
from my mouth. God is my helper; the Lord is the sustainer of my life.

Psalm 54:1-2, 4
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MEET SCOTT AND BRENDA*
SERVING IN THE HORN OF AFRICA

Scott and Brenda have been working for more than 25 years to bring the Gospel to a predominately 
non-literate, unreached people group. After 70+ years of Christian work among this people, there are now 
believers and small groups formed in every area in which they live. After many years of sowing seed, they 
are blessed to be currently training church leadership, developing strategy, and administrating a media 
production team. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For believers who are reporting unprecedented openness as they 		
	 	 use the newly produced Audio Bible App to introduce friends to Jesus.
	 •	 That God would use the Audio Bible to draw many to faith in Christ.
	 •	 Thant just as the Audio Bible is being used to draw many to faith, 		
	 	 that the Church would grow stronger and deeper as individuals 	 	
	 	 and leaders now have access to the Whole Word through this 	 	
	 	 App, in a form which can be used and understood.
	 •	 That God would open doors for national believers to take the 	 	
	 	 gospel to the places where Jesus is not yet known, among their 	 	
	 	 people and among other people groups.

AUGUST 

11

It is the same with my word. I send it out; and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, 
and it will prosper everywhere I send it.

Isaiah 55:11 NLT
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AUGUST

18
MEET KYLE ROSAS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Kyle is a catalyst for Send Network Arizona, an initiative of the Arizona Mission Network and the 
North American Mission Board to catalyze church planting throughout the state. The catalyst’s goal 
is to come alongside churches to help them plant churches that plant churches. Kyle is currently 
helping plant a church in Anthem.  Kyle and his wife, Marisa’s, desire is to see a movement of Jesus 
followers in Anthem, the Valley and around the world. Kyle and his wife have four children.

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 That Jesus be lifted high: We area asking that above all else
	 	 Jesus is exalted in and through us.
	 •	 That we be Spirit led in our decisions: Asking God to continually
	 	 lead us to each next step.
	 •	 For more laborers: Asking the Lord of the harvest to call
	 	 more laborers into the field. 

This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord,
both Jews and Greeks.

Acts 19:10
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AUGUST

25
MEET KYLE HALL
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Glendale Community College North is one of ten Maricopa Community College campuses and is one 
of five that has an active Christian Challenge AZ chapter. Kyle Hall serves as the Campus Missionary. He 
also serves as the Associate Pastor at The Way Fellowship Church in Peoria, which is GCC North’s partner 
church. GCC North campus is located in northwest Phoenix and has many of the same majors as its main 
campus counterpart, but is much smaller in population by comparison. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 Even though it is a small campus, pray the GCC North campus 	 	
	 	 reaches more students for Christ through Gospel appointments.
	 •	 That the students would step up and serve as leaders and share
	 	 the Gospel with their peers.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession so that you may proclaim the praises of the one 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy.
I Peter 2:9-10
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SEPTEMBER

1
PRAY FOR ARIZONA MISSION OFFERING

Every September, Arizona Southern Baptist are challenged to give to the statewide Arizona 
Mission Offering. This offering directly impacts the ministries done right here in Arizona. It helps 
in reaching college students through Christian Challenge Collegiate Ministries; care for pastors 
in crisis as well as provides for the Pastors and Wives Retreat which gives them a well-deserved 
weekend of rest, renewal and fellowship, it helps plant new churches as well as revitalize 
churches; reach and teach Hispanic communities as well as Hispanic church leadership; and 
supports Disaster Relief efforts around the country.
	 Pray that God would raise up at least 200 Arizona Southern Baptist Churches to participate 
in this offering and that it would raise over $200,000 to support these ministries. 

Listen to what I am telling you: Open your eyes and look at the fields, 
because they are ready for harvest.

John 4:35b
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MEET DANIEL AND JILL*
SERVING IN THE HORN OF AFRICA

Daniel, Jill and their four children moved to the Horn of Africa in June 2023. They are currently 
working on developing their language skills and building friendships in their community.  Daniel is 
working to provide clean water in rural areas while sharing about the living water that is the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 That Daniel and Jil l would quickly learn the language. They desire 	
	 	 tongues that can speak and ears that can hear so that they can share 	
	 	 the Good News.
	 •	 For their children that they would thrive in their new country and make 	
	 	 local friends.
	 •	 For peace in their country – conflicts often keep Daniel and Jil l away 	
	 	 from areas that desperately need physical and spiritual help.

SEPTEMBER

8

Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks from this water will get thirsty again. But whoever drinks from the 
water that I will give him will never get thirsty again. In fact, the water I will give him will become a well 

of water springing up in him for eternal life.
John 4:13-14
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MEET JOHN RAMOS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

First Southern Baptist Church, Kingman, is the partnering church for the Christian Challenge chapter 
at Mohave Community College (MCC). Established in 1970, MCC offers more that 60 degrees and 
certificate options. MCC has held their tuition rate steady at $81 per credit hour, making it an extremely 
affordable higher education option for the people of Mohave County and the tri-state region. John 
Ramos, lead pastor at FSBC Kingman, is currently serving as the interim campus missionary along with 
two church volunteers. As a new chapter, they are learning how to connect with college students and 
develop Challenge Communities (missional small group Bible studies). 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For a permanent campus missionary to feel God’s call  to
	 	 join this team reaching this predominantly commuter campus.
	 •	 For their two group meetings, one on campus in the day and
	 	 one at the church during the evening.
	 •	 For Pastor John as he leads his church to reach college students 	
	 	 in western Arizona.

SEPTEMBER

15

I waited patiently for the LORD, and he turned to me and heard my cry for help. He brought me up from a desolate pit, out of the 
muddy clay and set my feet on a rock, making my steps secure. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will 

see and fear; and they will trust in the Lord.
Psalm 40:1-3
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MEET ANDREW AND BETH HIPPS*
SERVING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Andrew and Beth and their four children have served in Southeast Asia since December 2015. 
Andrew works closely with their local pastor in establishing a church plant as well as connecting with 
a network of local pastors. Beth leads a team of women opening the first pregnancy center in their 
area, helping equip and empower women to choose life. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For wisdom for the Hippses as they raise their kids cross-culturally 	
	 	 and for unity in their marriage.
	 •	 For the clients of the pregnancy center who have never heard of the 	
	 	 hope Jesus offers.
	 •	 For the strength of the families of their church plant and for local 		
	 	 pastors striving to advance the Gospel in hard soil. 

SEPTEMBER

22

The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a 
harvest of thirty, sixty or even hundred times as much as had been planted.

Matthew 13:23
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SEPTEMBER

29
MEET MAYA BICKHAM AND L AINEE PEGELOW
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Maya and Lainee serve as Christian Challenge campus missionaries at Northern Arizona University 
in Flagstaff, Arizona. This campus is nestled in the Coconino National Forest at 7,000 feet above 
sea level, where outdoor life and community are embraced. Along with their partnering church – 
Challenge Church, this chapter invests deeply into their college students so these men and women 
can connect and reach their campus for Jesus Christ.
	 Lainee also serves as the Communications Specialist and Missions Coordinator for Christian 
Challenge AZ. In her role as Missions Coordinator, Lainee works to foster a culture of missions 
among all Christian Challenge AZ chapters around the state.  She served for many years in overseas 
and cross-cultural missions experiences and has developed a mission partnership in Hawaii. Lainee 
is also planning a Christian Challenge mission trip to Africa.

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For Maya and Lainee as they empower student leaders to have a 		
	 	 presence on their campus, build meaningful relationships and work 	
	 	 to fulfi l l  the mission of Christian Challenge to “Engage college 	 	
	 	 students with the Gospel, develop disciples of Jesus Christ, mobilize 	
	 	 student leaders for the church and send missionaries to the world.”	
	 •	 For continued connections for financial support through the 	 	
	 	 development of partners for Lainee, Maya and the other Christian 	
	 	 Challenge campus missionaries. 

Rejoice in hope; be patient in afflictions; be persistent in prayer.
ROMANS 12:12

MAYA BICKHAM

LAINEE PEGELOW
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MEET STEPHEN AND KIRSTIE ALDERMAN
SERVING IN ARIZONA

The Aldermans are Christian Challenge campus missionaries to the community college in Show Low, 
Arizona, Northland Pioneer. Show Low is part of the White Mountains in eastern Arizona, and the college 
campus serves around 6,500 students per year, of which about half are still in high school. 68% of students 
are the first in their family to attend college, and the surrounding towns have a heavy LDS (Mormon) 
influence.

HOW TO PRAY:  	 •	 For Stephen and Kirst ie, along with their par tnering church of 	 	
	 Por ter Mountain Fel lowship, as they try to reach students on a 	 	
	 more closed campus. 
	 •	 For oppor tunit ies for them and their students to make disciples, 		
	 raise up student leaders who serve their churches and on mission.
	 •	 For oppor tunit ies to share the Gospel with those in the LDS church.

OCTOBER

6

Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its full effect, so that you 

may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.
James 1:2:4
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PRAY FOR ARIZONA BAPTISTS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company Ltd (TSMC) is a Taiwanese multinational contract 
semiconductor manufacturing and design company. It is constructing a large plant in northwest 
Phoenix which will employ up to 2,000 people initially, with an anticipated workforce of over 4,500. 
Many of their current staff have been transferred to Phoenix from Taiwan. Northwest Chinese 
Baptist Church and Valley Life Church Tramonto both saw a tremendous mission field and are 
offering English and life skills classes to the workers and their families at TSMC. In addition to 
English, church members are helping the Taiwanese to learn how to make doctor’s appointments, 
navigate the grocery store and offering friendship and community. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For volunteers to readily offer their time and talents as they share life 	
	 	 and the Gospel with these new neighbors.
	 •	 For those from Taiwan to feel loved, accepted and that the Holy Spirit 	
	 	 would open their hearts to hear the Good News about Jesus Christ.

OCTOBER

13

Then everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved . . . Then you will know that I am the 
LORD your God, who dwells in Zion my holy mountain.

Joel 2:32a, 3:17a

PASTORS BRIAN 
BOWMAN AND 
MICHAEL LIN
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PRAY FOR ARIZONA BAPTISTS
SERVING AT THE ILC

ILC is the International Training Center where prospective IMB missionaries are trained for their new 
assignments. While there, it is a time of reflection, education and challenge. IMB missionaries Carson and 
Noelle West* and James and Katherine Burks*, both families from Arizona, are serving at ILC. Carson 
and Noelle are trainers and help to connect missionaries with Southern Baptist churches; and the Burks, 
both RNs, are providing medical education and support to missionaries who come to the ILC for training 
and renewal. In 2023, approximately 350 adults and 137 children went through training at the ILC. The 
Wests are sent from The Church at Tubac in Tubac, Arizona. The Burks are sent from Wellspring Church in 
Avondale and Citypoint in Tempe. 

HOW TO PRAY:  	 • 	 For  the  Wests  and the Burks ,  who both  have young adu l t
	 	 ch i ldren  nav igat ing un ivers i ty  l i fe.

OCTOBER

20

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in 
the beginning. All things were created through him and apart from him not one thing was created that 

has been created. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. That light shines in the darkness, and 
yet the darkness did not overcome it.

John 1:1-5
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MEET ISABEL HAN AND ZACH HSU
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Isabel Han, and Zach Hsu serve as campus missionaries with Christian Challenge on ASU’s Tempe 
campus. Isabel and Zach work alongside Brandon and Maddie Reimus to engage ASU students with 
the gospel. All ASU Tempe campus missionaries are actively involved in serving with their partner 
church, Church on Mill. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For Isabel and Zach as they attempt to reach a large 
	 	 mission field with the Gospel.
	 •	 That their students would wake up to the reality of the Gospel and
	 	 the opportunity to live on mission during their time at college.

OCTOBER

27

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

Psalm 19:14

ISABEL HAN 

ZACH HSU
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PRAY FOR THE ARIZONA MISSION NETWORK 
ANNUAL MEETING

Each November, Arizona Southern Baptists gather together to celebrate and be challenged about 
the work of over 470 churches and ministries that have been sharing the Gospel and showing God’s 
love in very tangible ways. Each year, those gathered look forward to Dr. David Johnson’s annual 
report and the casting of his vision for the days ahead, elect new leadership for the next year and 
hear reports from various state agencies. The 2024 Annual Meeting will be held at Cross Church in 
Surprise on November 14.

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For God to call Pastors to fi l l  vacant pulpits in churches
	 	 across our state.
	 •	 For God to call men and women from Arizona to be on-mission
	 	 and to serve on the mission field.
	 •	 For Arizona Southern Baptists to give sacrificially to the
	 	 Cooperative Program through their churches so that the
	 	 Word can be proclaimed around the world.

NOVEMBER

3

Now the goal of our instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith. 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

1 Timothy 1:5, 17
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MEET CHRIS AND AMY
SERVING IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Chris and Amy serve as Area Directors of Send Relief for Sub-Saharan Africa. Send Relief is a 
collaboration between the International Mission Board and North American Mission Board for 
compassion ministry at home and abroad. ” Send Relief responds to crisis and strengthens vulnerable 
communities around the world by meeting physical and spiritual needs in Jesus’ name. In their role as 
Area Directors, Chris and Amy consult, train and facilitate disaster response activities and community 
development projects around the continent. Chris and Amy were sent out from First Southern Baptist 
Church, Phoenix, in 2001, under the leadership of Dr. David Johnson. They have 3 children. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 Over 85% of people in Sub-Sarahan Africa live on less than $5.50 	 	
	 	 per day. Pray they will trust God for their needs.
	 •	 For local churches to be bold in proclaiming the Gospel as they 	 	
	 	 minister to the many physical needs around them.
	 •	 That Chris and Amy would have wisdom to be good stewards of 	 	
	 	 the resources given.
	 •	 That God would provide personnel and partnerships to propel the work.

NOVEMBER

10

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the 
love you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. 

Colossians 1:3-5a
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MEET JUSTIN AKINE
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Justin is the Christian Challenge campus missionary to Scottsdale Community College. SCC is 
known for a variety of programs, including its film and culinary majors. While over 7,000 students 
attend SCC, a majority of them are part-time. Justin has been able to connect with students 
through gaming (video games and board games) on campus and disc golf.

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For Justin and his partnering church, First Southern Baptist Church, 	
	 	 Scottsdale, as he seeks to engage college students with the Gospel, 	
	 	 develop disciples of Jesus Christ, mobilize servant leaders for the 	
	 	 church, and send missionaries to the world.
	 •	 For the 5 non-believers who have been coming regularly each week to 	
	 	 Challenge to be changed by the Gospel.

NOVEMBER

17

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the 

man Jesus Christ.
1 Timothy 2:3-5
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MEET MIRIAM HOLMAN*
SERVING IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Mariam works with new immigrants in a country in the Middle East. She teaches English as a way to 
connect with them. She organizes an English Camp for adults and children each summer. Mariam 
and her teammates are also working with local churches and helping them reach out to others with 
the love of the Messiah. Mariam is from the Mesa area. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 That the people Mariam teaches English to would come to 
	 	 faith in Jesus.
	 •	 That the churches in her country would be strengthened and that each 	
	 	 member would be bold in sharing their faith.
	 •	 That Mariam would be able to encourage and support her team 	 	
	 	 members and that God would allow their team to see much spiritual 	
	 	 fruit.

NOVEMBER

24

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and well-being and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will 

hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:11-13
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PRAY FOR THE
LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING

Lottie Moon was sent as a Southern Baptist missionary to China from 1873-1912. She saw 
firsthand the world’s greatest problem — LOSTNESS. Meeting so many people who had never 
heard the Gospel compelled her to write letters to American churches describing the need for a 
greater missionary presence. She pleaded for increased prayer and financial support to send and 
sustain more missionaries. This challenge became known as the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.
	 Know that 100% of gifts given to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering directly support the 
over 3,500 IMB missionaries serving around the globe. Pray specifically for IMB missionaries and 
for your personal as well as your church’s support of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering during 
the Week of Prayer for International Missions – December 1-8.

HOW TO GIVE: 	 •	 Through your local church and designate your gift: “Lottie 	
	 	 Moon Christmas Offering” or through the IMB Website: 
	 	 imb.org/generosity/lottie-moon-christmas-offering/

DECEMBER

1
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MEET SCOTT AND AMY WINTER
SERVING IN ARIZONA

The Winters serve as Christian Challenge campus missionaries to South Mountain Community 
College in Phoenix. SMCC hosts about 3,500 students, and is close to Laveen, Guadalupe, and 
Ahwatukee. Scott discovered a great way to meet students for Gospel opportunities and connect 
with the administration of the college — he has taken fun classes and become a part-time student. 
The Winters now have a group of students whom they are equipping to share the Gospel, make 
disciples of Jesus Christ, mobilize servant leaders for the church, and send missionaries to the 
world. Please pray for Scott and Amy, along with their partnering church of Laveen Baptist, as they 
reach a community college undergoing many administrative changes.

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For God to lead and embolden their students to share the Gospel.
	 •	 That they are faithful to fully util ize the favor and 
	 	 people God has provided.

DECEMBER

8

I love you, LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my rock where 
I seek refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I called to the LORD, who is worthy of 

praise, and I was saved from my enemies.
Psalm 18:1-1-3
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MEET JEREMY BUTLER
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Jeremy is the Christian Challenge campus missionary to the University of Arizona in Tucson. UofA 
currently has around 45,500 students enrolled, making it the second largest university in Arizona 
and a source of pride for local Tucson residents. UofA has students from all over the world and is 
particularly known for its medical programs, which makes it an incredibly strategic mission field. 
UofA’s partner church is Campus Community Church, Tucson. 

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 For Jeremy, Campus Community Church, and their new volunteer 	 	
	 	 missionary, Dennis, as they reach college students with the Gospel, 	
	 	 particularly the atheist and Muslim students they have been able 
	 	 to interact with.
	 •	 For the Chapter as they develop disciples of Jesus Christ, 
	 	 mobilize servant leaders for the church, and send missionaries 
	 	 to the world.

DECEMBER

15

LORD, your word is forever; it is firmly fixed in heaven. Your faithfulness is for all generations; 
you established the earth, and it stands firm. I will never forget your precepts, 

for you have given me life through them.
Psalm 119:89-90, 93
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PRAY FOR GATEWAY SEMINARY – ARIZONA CAMPUS
SERVING IN ARIZONA

Gateway Seminary, headquartered in Ontario California, is one of six Southern Baptist seminaries. The 
Phoenix campus of Gateway Seminary, under the direction of Dr. Dallas Bivins, is one of five Gateway 
Seminary campuses.  All Southern Baptist seminaries receive Cooperative Program dollars, thereby 
helping to make seminary training affordable to all. 
	 The International Mission Board requires all career missionaries to receive seminary training. 
This training teaches students to share the Gospel, preach more effectively because to the strong 
theological training they receive, plan and lead strategically and care for hurting people. Arizona 
Cooperative Program funding helps support the Phoenix campus of Gateway allowing students 
to gain theological training and serve in ministry simultaneously. In 2023, nearly half of all Gateway 
students received financial assistance totaling almost $60,000.  These funds were made available 
through the Arizona Mission Network, local associations and local churches.

HOW TO PRAY: 	 •	 Dr. Dallas Bivins, the Gateway Seminary Arizona campus and
	 	 its students, as well as the other Gateway Seminary campuses.
	 •	 That Arizona Southern Baptists would give faithfully and sacrificially
	 	 to support the work of our Arizona Gateway campus.
	 •	 That God would call men and women to be on-mission, trained to 
	 	 take the Gospel to their neighborhoods and around the world.

DECEMBER

22

Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.
2 TIMOTHY 4:2
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THANK YOU ARIZONA SOUTHERN BAPTISTS!

I just wanted to take this opportunity to say “thank you” for praying with us through 2024 for our IMB 
Missionaries and other ministries we have highlighted in our Prayer Guide. My prayer for you in 2025 is 
that God will continue to work in your life as you support the work of the International Mission Board 
throughout the world.
	 Please keep in the forefront the leadership of this great organization. Remember, too, our Arizona 
leadership and pastors as we do much to proclaim the name of Christ and challenge people to be bold 
disciples and disciple-makers. God may not have called you to a foreign place of ministry but He has called 
you to “Go Ye Therefore” into your neighborhood and community.
	 Be in prayer for faithful, giving churches and individuals to support the work of the Cooperative 
Program. In 1925, the messengers at the Southern Baptist Convention voted to create a unified budget 
that would support Southern Baptist mission causes to reach the world with the gospel. Today, this is the 
Cooperative Program. Church members give to their local church, the local church gives a percentage or 
designated amount to support missions in their state, nation and world-wide through the Cooperative 
Program. God’s word goes out to the uttermost parts of the earth.
	 Remember, Mission Matters Most! We are to make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). The power of the 
gospel unto salvation is for everyone who believes (Romans 1:16-17). It is the love of Christ that compels us 
(2 Corinthians 5:14). And, the vision of a vast multitude around God’s throne from every tribe language, 
and nation giving Him all the glory is our measure (Revelation 7:19).
	 I pray God’s best for you, your family and your church in 2025.
								        —  David Johnson
								              Executive Director 

DECEMBER

29
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PRAYER JOURNAL
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NETWORK NEWS E-NEWSLETTER
•	 Published every other week

•	 Sign up: azmn.link/NewsSignup

ON THE WEB AT AZMN.ORG
•	 Find out about ministries, events, resources, news and more

Connect with the
Arizona Mission Network

Also connect with the
Arizona Mission Network here:

	 Arizona Southern Baptists

	 azbaptists

	 @AZBaptists

PORTRAITS MAGAZINE
•	 Sent at no charge to the homes of 17,000+ Arizona Southern Baptists, thanks to the support of the 

Cooperative Program. Share your church mailing list for Portraits’ exclusive use, or, if not available, 
request copies to be sent to your church: portraits@azsbc.org.

•	 Available by email and on the Arizona Mission Network website

•	 Also published in Spanish
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ARIZONA  MISSION NETWORK
12801 N 28th Dr., Ste. 1
Phoenix, AZ 85029
azmn.org
phone:	 602-843-1030
toll free: 800-687-2431


